

KINGSTON  PARISH  COUNCIL  MEETING
18th November  2010 at 19.30hrs in The Reading Room, Kingston
M I N U T E S
	PRESENT
	Cllr. Eve White (Chairman)
	Cllr Dick Bond

	
	Cllr Judy Alloway
	Cllr Jeanne Curtis

	
	Cllr  Andy Smith
	Cllr Mike Uttley

	APOLOGIES
	Cllr Jean Moore
	District Councillor Bryan Carson

	IN ATTENDANCE
	David Hansford (Clerk)
	County Councillor William Mumford


	
	Ruth Bentley and Callum from KYPA attended the Meeting to thank the Council for allocating Calor prize money for their Theatre Workshops which had been much enjoyed. They also presented the Council with a signed card from all the participants.  
	

	
	
	

	137.10
	Apologies for absence: Cllr Moore; District Cllr Bryan Carson.
	

	138.10
	Declarations of Interest: Cllr. White (Footpaths, Allotments); Cllr Smith & Uttley (Allotments).
	

	139.10
	Minutes of the Previous Meeting: Minutes of the Meeting of 21st October approved and signed as a true record.
	

	
	
	

	140.10
	Correspondence:
	

	
	   1)  Bob Knightley, Ivybridge. Inter Parish Quiz 2011- Request for Parish Council to pay room hire costs for home 

        matches: Agreed, Cllr Curtis to bring to the Reading Room Committee’s attention.
	JC

	
	   2)  Louise Oliver, Modbury, Marquee hire: Hire date of 18th June 2011 noted. Clerk to invoice in due course. 
	Clerk

	
	   3)  Modbury Parish Council-Road works central Modbury: These would take place from 14th February to 11th March

        2011. A public meeting will be held on 8th December 1300 –1900hrs in Modbury Memorial Hall when 

        representatives of  the contractors would address any concerns. Note to be placed in the Newsletter.
	Clerk

	
	   4)  South Hams CVS-Invitation to ‘The Big Breakfast’ and meeting at the Watermark, 24.11.10: Noted, no attendees.
	

	
	   5)  SHDC-Village Housing Initiative: This Scheme aims to bring back onto the market privately owned properties that

        can be used as affordable housing. An information booklet had been placed in the ‘Correspondence’ file. 
	

	
	   6) Devon CC-Parish Plans & forthcoming workshop at Ivybridge 08.12.10: (See  Minute 147.10. below). 

	

	
	   7)  Awards For All-Bid application acknowledgement : Noted. A decision would be made within the next six weeks.  
	

	
	   8)  South Hams CVS-Donation request: Clerk to explain that the Council does not make donations of this kind.
	Clerk

	
	   9)  Mark Harding-Kingston Emergency Plan: Mr Harding asked the Council’s permission to defer the Review until after 

        the local elections in May 2011, given that there would be fairly comprehensive changes in circumstances. This was 

        agreed. Members also expressed their appreciation for his work in maintaining the Plan.  
	

	
	10)  Torr Down Farm-Contact details re. building works: Noted.
	

	
	11)  Bigbury Clerk-Invitation to Meeting with SHDC’s Monitoring Officer: This will take place on 15.12.10 at St Anne’s 

       Chapel and will discuss the Standards Board, Declaration of Interests etc. Cllr Curtis to attend. 
	JC

	
	
	

	141.10
	Finance-Payments out for authorisation:- 

Clerk’s salary                                                       £175.24

Postage                                                                     3.84

Audit Commission (Audit Fees)                             158.63

Crown Copiers (Photocopies)                                 65.55

Perriehale Forest Nursery (Whips etc for copse)  360.97  

St James The Less (Churchyard donation)           400.00     

Philip White (Removal of allotment tyres)               20.00

Andy Smith (Marquee spares)                                38.75

Shioya Walters (Marquee overpayment)                50.00   

                                                                 Total: 1272.98

Income: Newsletter advertising  £48.00

Note: VAT repayment of £3763.95.

Proposed and agreed to increase the Clerk’s salary to level SCP20 with effect from 1st October 2010 after completion of 2 years satisfactory service. (The Clerk withdrew whilst this item was discussed). 
	

	
	
	

	142.10
	Precept 2011/12 discussions: Cllr Bond circulated details of the current financial position of the Council which was within planned parameters. A discussion took place regarding the level of precept for 2011/12. A preliminary proposal of £6500 (Unchanged from 2010/11) was made by Cllr Bond, seconded by Cllr Smith and agreed unanimously. This proposal would be reviewed and confirmed at the January meeting. 
	

	
	
	

	143.10
	Local Lettings Plan: Cllr Alloway reported that there had been over 100 applications for a Tor Homes property in the village, at least two of which had local connections. It was also pleasing to see families returning to the village. 

Parish Plan Implementation: Cllr Alloway reported that loft insulation had been completed in Westentown properties for those families requesting it. Walls had also been tested for cavity wall insulation; the existing insulation was found to be very poor but could and would be remedied.
	

	
	
	

	144.10
	Playing Field Development-ongoing maintenance etc: Standing Orders were waived to allow Sally Denham to discuss how the Council felt Active Kingston (AK) could contribute in the future. Concerns regarding insurance of the play equipment, ongoing additional maintenance costs in terms of grass cutting and the condition of the safagrass were discussed. The consensus was that AK should be asked to contribute to the upkeep of the play area and Sally Denham would take this view back to her Committee. She then left the Meeting.

Further discussions took place regarding regular ongoing maintenance and the ownership of the Allen keys/CD Rom from Playdale. The Clerk also outlined his discussions with SHDC and reported on the site visit on 11th November with SHDC. 

Agreed that a note should be placed in the Newsletter asking for a volunteer to undertake routine maintenance etc.  

Issues with the use of the football pitch by Modbury Junior Football Team were also discussed. Agreed that a proper fixture list be obtained from Modbury and a simple contract be drawn up for mutual benefit. Agreed to ask the Reading Room Committee if Modbury could store the goal nets in the undercroft. Cllr Curtis to discuss with the Committee.  

Cllr Alloway updated the meeting on the Tree Project. Planting would take place over the weekend of 27/28th November, with The Guinness Trust providing the refreshments. They had also offered to supply bulbs. Thelma Rumsey had asked for permission to purchase white grass marker paint and temporary fencing to protect the front edge of the trees. Agreed, as this was within projected costs.
	Clerk

JC



	
	
	

	145.10
	Marquee-responsibilities of use etc: Cllr Smith outlined the problems in terms of arranging sufficient numbers to erect and dismantle the marquee. This process also required an experienced person to lead the operation. After a protracted discussion on a number of issues, agreed that Conditions of Hiring be drawn up to rationalise this unacceptable situation. These would be published in the Newsletter in the New Year.   
	Clerk



	
	
	

	146.10
	St James the Less Church-widening access to the Church & Burial Ground: Cllr Curtis had previously circulated a briefing document and amplified its contents. The proposals were extensive and required external funding bids by the Kingston District Church Council. Proposed by Cllr Bond, seconded by Cllr Smith and agreed unanimously to write a letter of support as requested by the Church. The Clerk and Cllr Alloway to liase over the wording of the letter.
	JA

Clerk 

	
	
	

	147.10
	Devon County Councillor’s Report: Cllr Mumford commented on the finished Play area and Cllr Bond thanked him for his financial and personal support. Cllr Mumford reported that the impact of the Comprehensive Spending Review would not be known at County level until 3rd December but would almost certainly be severe. Rural transport and non statutory Council functions were likely to be the hardest hit. The Localism debate may give Parish Councils the opportunity to take on a more devolved role which would probably be funded through the Precept. He commented that with the demise of Government South West, Rural Development Agency and other quangos, a considerable amount of skills and knowledge would be lost.

Cllr Mumford stated that following the Hatton Committee, a meeting would be held at Ivybridge on 08.12.10 to discuss how Government and local agencies could work closer together and work in a more collaborative way (See 140.10.(6)) above.
	JA

	
	
	

	148.10
	South Hams District Councillor’s Report: Cllr Carson not present.
	

	
	
	

	149.10
	Reports:

1. Planning: Nothing to report.

2. Playing Field:  Dealt with under Minute 144.10 above. 

3. Allotments: Nothing to report. 

4. Reading Room: Nothing to report.

5. Street Furniture: Nothing to report.
6. Footpaths: Nothing to report.

7. Neighbourhood Watch: Nothing to report.

8. Tree Wardens: The Farriers-Crown lift Horse Chestnut. Work approved. 
	

	
	
	

	150.10
	Date of next Meeting: Thursday 20th January 2011 at 1930hrs in the Reading Room.
	

	
	
	

	151.10
	Closure of Meeting: 2217hrs
	


                   Signed:                                                          Date:

David Hansford, Parish Clerk

Tel: 01548 853363 . E-mail: kingstonclerk@tiscali.co.uk

