June 6th 2011 - It is set to be a busy weekend in Kingston. Don’t forget that tomorrow is the Poppy Party, raising funds for the Royal British Legion. For just £2.50 you can go along to Colley Park, close to Torr, home of Tony and Carole Walters, and enjoy a cream tea during the afternoon or barbeque and hog roast after 6 p.m. This is sure to be a well-organised, well-supported and popular event, so don’t miss out.

On Sunday, it is Open Farm Day at the National Trust Scobbiscombe Farm, home of Wilf and Shioya Walters, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. This is a repeat of the nationwide scheme launched last year. Not to be missed, there will be informative introductions to the various animals, a guided walk and chance to enjoy your own picnic in beautiful surroundings. The opening of a new permissive footpath takes place at 12.30 p.m. So, do go along to enjoy what should be a very informative and enjoyable day out for all the family.

Pam Ness has recently made a flying visit to Kingston. She had come especially to dedicate a bench to her late husband, Morin. The seat itself is located in the designated dog-walking field opposite the play-park, and the brass plaque bears Morin’s name. The site was chosen as it is “open” for the village to use and it can thus be visited by anyone at any time. The message tells how Pam and Morin had lived at Torr Down from 1986 to 2003 and it was the happiest time of their lives. I spoke to Pam by ‘phone. She now lives near family in Beaconsfield and is still happily gardening. She told me that she was off to Chelsea Flower Show that week and I was most envious, though after a week of BBC coverage, I was all Chelsied out myself.
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A little advance notice that on Tuesday 21 June there will be a meeting at the close of the morning market in the Reading Room at 12 noon. Everyone is welcome, so please go along with fresh, new ideas to take the market forward. What is needed is people willing to take part and enjoy a new chapter in this popular meeting place for the village. Further details from or queries to Robyn Dylan on 01548 811112.

In the photo you can see members of the local dog agility training group who meet from time to time for practice in a field on the outskirts of Kingston. Sometimes they travel further afield to take part in events at various levels. Here Floozie and her owner are strutting their stuff around the obstacles. For them, it’s a dog’s life – but it seems to me that the harder the obstacle, the more fun they have – there seems to be a life lesson there.

