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 - Following the Royal Wedding and the street party, celebrations have continued in Kingston. There was a trip across the Channel on Brittany Ferries for a group of about 30 villagers of all ages last weekend. This was a new venture, organised by publican Jan Male from the Dolphin Inn. I went down last Thursday evening to see them all off on the coach, and I trust that everyone returned safely on the Saturday night ferry -- I certainly hope so, it must have been a rather choppy crossing and I haven’t seen everyone yet ….

It was lucky that the overnight rain had cleared in time for the Bluebell Walk on Sunday morning. The weather had turned to sunshine with a fresh wind, most suitable for a walk through the glorious bluebell woods. A reasonable crowd turned out in dribs and drabs, to enjoy the walk and the delicious ploughman’s lunch to follow. £350 was raised in donations in aid if the church new access project. Hosts Carol and Robert Beard of Scobbiscombe House wish to thank the army of helpers who turned out to do their bit.

Another fund-raiser for the church disabled access is the wine tasting and Sloe Gin Competition with light supper to be held in the Reading Room at 7.30 p.m. on Saturday 21 May. The wine-tasting will be led by Rebecca Mitchell, wine guru from St Austell Brewery. The sloe-gin has been an on-going project in many Kingston households since last Harvest time. Competition has been keen and secretive. The grand judging will take place in tables and groups, each selecting their choice to go forward to the final line-up. Numbers attending have to be limited, so be sure to order your tickets at £10 per head in advance from Judy Alloway or Mel Pollard. Also, all entrants need to confirm with the organisers and choose a suitable label for their special brew.

On Thursday 26 May at 8 p.m. in the Reading Room it will be the next meeting of the History Society. There will be a talk by Paul Rendell on the “Tinners of Dartmoor.” Known as “Dartmoor Paul,” he has visited before, talking on his extensive collection of postcards, so I am sure everyone will be in for another treat.

