8 March 2011 - “The Short Mat Bowls Club isn’t the only sporting club in Kingston,” Geoff Smith from the Dolphin Inn told me with a smile. Their local darts team will be finishing a strong season at the end of this month, with a friendly final to look forward to in early April (date to be arranged). They have played matches throughout the winter months on a friendly basis against other local pubs. “We’ve had mixed results,” Geoff told me, “…but it’s good to get people out on a winter’s night. It has proved so successful, we will be continuing it, hopefully, for years to come.”

The other new initiative has been the Kingston Dolphin Golphin Society which currently has about 15 members and is based on villages in and around the Kingston area. They meet once a month, visiting different local golf courses and enjoying competition between members. These include prizes for the longest drive, nearest the pin on a short hole and overall best score. “We are based at the home club of Bigbury-on-Sea,” says Geoff, “… and of course, we have Nigel Blenkarne, the “pro” and Director of Golf at Bigbury, now living in our village, which is an inspiration to us all.”
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New plans are afoot for developing the disabled access to Kingston church for those with physical and sensory disabilities. Constructive discussions have now taken place with SHDC planning and English Heritage so that a new comprehensive project is being developed. Last weekend a display was presented to villagers to find out their views. This was well-attended with representation from a wide spectrum of the community. Responses were encouraging and positive as not only is there a smart new access planned, but also thought has gone into improved access in the graveyard and also a hearing loop in church and extra handrails and ramps both inside and outside St James the Less. All this will be most welcome. Representatives were on hand – members of the Parish Council and both our church wardens, Robert Beard and Jeanne Curtis. There will be lots more much-needed fundraising for this worthy project.

There will be dancing to Hogwash in the Reading Room on Saturday 19 March at 7 pm. for a family St Patrick’s Day Irish Night. Organised by Ally Lockyer, tickets are available from her on 01548 810394 at £6 adults, £3 children or £15 for a family ticket. It should be a night for a good “knees up,” so get out your dancing shoes!

