8 August 2011 - Although it was raining steadily as Kingston awake last Saturday, the sun was up and shining in time for the opening of the Fun Day. An event could not be more aptly named – everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves and had a wonderful time.

There was a good turnout for the children’s fancy dress, ranging from toddlers to sixty-plus pensioners. Yes, everyone entered into the spirit of the day. In fact, many of the organisers sported outfits along a Wild West theme as seen here with Martin Handy (Spankie) who donned his sheriff badge for the day and Simone Butler who worked tirelessly alongside him with the megaphone, keeping everything rolling throughout the day. – yes, there were cowboy capers all day long. There were also a variety of other amazing get-ups on display as well as the children’s fancy dress, and with the face-painting going on too, it gave a really festive air.

The grand draw was a success, raising funds for the Reading Room and the variety of excellent prizes were well received.

The dog agility team provided lively, fun entertainment to start events in the main ring. Straw bales surrounded the ring and every single one was taken. This was followed by the dog and pet show. Extremely well subscribed, there were lots of dogs of all sizes and descriptions, with owners to match. Run and sponsored by South Moor Vets, again it ran like clockwork, with lots of fun classes like “most appealing eyes” and “waggiest tail” – though how anyone can get their dog to wag its tail with all those vets and their nurses around is beyond me! The special show champion rosette and trophy went to Elvis who was suitably vocal and pleased with himself.

Visitors experienced a wide variety of stalls from which to buy goodies and a good range of refreshments were available.

A little later in the afternoon, the children’s games and races took over the ring. There was everything you could imagine from three-legged to duck-walking and wheelbarrow races. With fun, games and rosettes galore, it was certainly a day to remember for all the children. Egg-throwing and catching – or catching more than you bargained for – also raised a few smiles.

The tug of war, overseen by the hardworking firemen from the village who had the engine on display for everyone to see all day, mustered great interest. From a slow start, with only a few enthusiastic teenagers hovering in the corner of the ring ready to test their strength, gradually the beer tent emptied and muscle-bound young men and gentlemen from all the surrounding area appeared, as if by magic. Suddenly, there were four strong contending teams, with much banter and group-hugging going on. All teams pitted their strength against [image: image1.jpg]


each other and then there was the “best of 3” for the runners-up and the winners alike – all great fun.

Hayley Jones from Westentown was the main organiser of the whole event and she is to be congratulated on every level – a wonderful, well-organised and well-executed day that everyone will remember for a long time to come.

The last thing I remember of the day? Oh yes, waking at quarter to two in the morning and thinking, “Ah, yes, the music has finished,” but none of it, the guitars, drums and singers started up again and played late into the night.

Treading in the footsteps of her Mum, Karen Jones, who has always done so much for our community, Hayley Jones is a star too, and wishes to thank her tireless band of helpers and organisers and anyone who helped in any way at all to make it a real fun day to remember for Kingston.
