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 - The Gardening Club usually meets at members’ houses and enjoys visits out, but in March members enjoyed an illustrated talk by Stevie from Ashcross Nurseries near Dartmouth. It was a most informative talk on plants for difficult places and it was good to see several visitors there including some new to the village, some from surrounding villages and even a new young gardener from Westentown.

The Family Communion service at St James the Less last Sunday ended with flowers for Mothering Sunday. The service was led by Rev. Neil Barker from Modbury and Jennie Stanley had kindly organised flowers donated by gardeners around the village to be given as posies to ladies present and also to be distributed to the elderly and sick in the village as well as those living alone. Children present joined in giving out the posies and pleasingly, many teenagers attended with their parents too.

Later that afternoon, I spoke to the Coastguard Rescue team who stopped to admire my dog. They had been called out to a “shout” at Beacon Point beyond Scobbiscombe Farm. They were not needed after all and so nothing to report -- in this case, no news is good news!

In the Inter Parish Quiz, Kingston are racing ahead in the competition for the Runnrers-up Ken West Plate, recently beating Newton & Noss by 99 points to 95, in Noss Mayo village. By all accounts, it was a great evening, with everyone “in stitches” with light-hearted banter and laughter and plenty of supporters too.

Kingston team has now made it to the Semi-Final which is to be held in the Reading Room at the end of April – the date still to be confirmed.

Everyone seems to be looking forward to the Royal Wedding of Prince William and Kate Middleton on 29 April. Plans are afoot for a street party, based in the gardens and car park of the Dolphin Inn, and the organisers are looking for volunteers to set up the marquees beforehand and tables and chairs etc for the picnic on the morning of the event. There should be something for everyone there for a day of fun.

The Parish Council is organising free commemorative mugs to be given to all Kingston children aged 16 and under.

It should be a day of festivities, music and fun. As for me, -- well, I am still waiting for my royal invitation – I simply must be a relation, having been a Miss Middleton myself for the first 20-something years of my life!

