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- The Modbury Harriers met recently at Scobbiscombe Farm, by kind invitation of Wilf and Shioya Walters. It was a chilly, fine morning with a good turn-out and I was particularly delighted to see a former pupil of mine, Sally Cunningham, riding as Huntsman to the hounds, all dressed up in her green jacket. At 22, I believe she may well be the youngest huntsman in England. With only a little ice on the roads, they set off across the fields and woodlands, heading for Hoist Point with views out to Burgh Island and the South Hams coast.

Other sporting fixtures include the Kingston Short Mat Bowls Club Singles Championship which was held in January. Time ran out on the allocated night, leaving the final between reigning champion Mike O’Rourke and Club Captain Graham Phillips to be played on another night. Graham very magnanimously told me, “Mike proved to be the stronger player in the final and deservedly became champion for 2011 – though of course, I was disappointed, having polished the trophy in readiness for the final! Well done, Mike!”

Also, Dave Gibbens and Graham Phillips played in the Devon Pairs Championship finals at ISCA, Exeter on 22 January. Whilst managing one win in their group, this was not enough to progress further – so no silverware this year, but apparently it proved an enjoyable and educational experience for both players.

The Bishop of Plymouth visited the church at Kingston last Sunday. (Not from Exeter as I had wrongly assumed in my last article). People from all the surrounding area joined in the Family Communion service. He had brought a very special candle from the cathedral which was used to symbolically light 8 separate ones from the 8 churches. The well-attended service was followed by a social finger-buffet in the Reading Room.

As always, villagers in Kingston have been showing their generosity. Recently there has been a special event at the Dolphin Inn where a guest chef charity meal was cooked by Andrew Williams, a dental surgeon from Clarkehouse near Plymouth Hoe. The event raised £410 for St Luke’s and another local charity yet to be named. Publican Jane Male said, “We were full to the gunnels, serving 56 meals in 45 minutes! It was absolutely fantastic with locally-caught Wastor Rabbit Pie and Shearlangstone Pheasant on the menu .. and the home-made lemon pudding just melted in your mouth.” Dentist, turned hunter and chef, Andrew proclaimed to everyone, “If you find any shot in your meal, don’t worry, I can always recommend a good dentist!” If you missed this delight at the Dolphin, don’t worry, they have a treat lined up for Valentine’s Day with live entertainment and a buffet on Friday 11 February and a special deal Valentine’s meal on Monday 14 February.

