27 September 2011 - Will we or wont we? I don’t know – I keep looking skyward for this blanket of heat rumoured to embrace us... Unfortunately the damp autumnal mist prevents too far a vision of anything at the moment. Not to be deterred, I have delved deep into the rubble of our cupboards, dusted off the sun cream from yesteryear, patched up the deck chair, hitherto used as a trampoline by the kids (at least it’s had some use), and wait with expectancy and a glimmer of hope in my heart...They say the sun shines on the righteous, so we shall see.

Come rain or shine, the cockles of our hearts are warmed by cups of tea at the Reading Room Tuesday market (10-12). We need helpers! After 3 years of doing the rota, Chris has logged off. We’d really like someone to fill her post quickly. If you can help, please speak to someone at the market. Thanks to Chris for all her help, we’d have been up the spout without her.And another goodbye in the tea department. Wendy Smith is retiring after decades of warming the pot and us with cups of tea. (I wonder how many she’s made in that time). Thank you for your years of service, Wendy and I hope both you and Chris will come and be served in the future. 

A reminder to all that our market runs weekly. It’s a friendly place, and a chance to stop and have a chat in the busy-ness of life. Everyone welcome to have a cuppa and/or browse our grocery stall, our local fresh meat, pasties and eggs. Or try an assortment of jams and cakes. You can even buy a book for 50p. There are a lovely array of handmade cards, and 2012 calendars celebrating the beauty of Kingston now on sale. Ffi contact Robyn 811112. 
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Onto good news: how lovely it is to be able to spread the news and be able to congratulate Kayleigh Easton graduating with her foundation degree in Early Years. And good luck with your new course, a BA (Hons) in Early Childhood Studies. Not only has she studied for her degree, but worked full time. .... Well done, Kayleigh. Enjoy celebrating!

A catch up on the Quiz night at the Dolphin Inn ran by Andy and Heather. They raised £140 for the St John’s Ambulance which is great news to be able to share. On top of which, everyone had an enjoyable evening. 

And finally, please don’t forget Operation Christmas Child, preparations for which start Thursday 6th October. A coffee morning in the Reading Room from 10-12 will be held to raise funds to cover transport costs. Boxes will be sent nearer the time to children living in Africa and Eastern Europe. Given the current economic and political climate in these countries, it would be great if we could transform any kind thoughts into helpful donations for those in need, if we are able.

Hope you’ve all had a good week, and are not suffering from sunstroke. Take Care.

