26th April 2011 - Spring is definitely in the air in Kingston. Having enjoyed weeks of glorious sunshine, the swallows are swooping in and out of the stable, the little blue and orange-tip butterflies are fluttering by and the gardens in Kingston are ablaze with colour. In my own garden, many of the blooms and blossoms have come three weeks early from the crab apples and viburnums to the lilacs. Now it is the turn of the wisterias and I just wonder if that is what will be festooning Westminster Abbey today with its heady scent.

Yes, today is the day of the royal wedding – William and Kate – their big day. Let’s hope that the weather remains spectacular as they parade around the capital city underneath the bunting….

And yes – the bunting is out in style in Kingston for the street party that carries on throughout the day today. There will be feasting and celebration for the big village street party centred in the gardens and marquees at the Dolphin Inn car park, by kind permission and overseen by Jan Male and Geoff Smith along with an organising group. A large screen will show the wedding in progress. There will be fun and activities for people of all ages, probably with a few big hats and finery to boot. There will be a bring-and- share lunch, afternoon tea and live music and entertainment throughout the day – not to be missed.
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This week has been a special celebration of a different kind. Gret Atkinson of Cobblestones, Home Farm Close, has decided that the time has come to give up the Tuesday morning market. Since Gret will be 89 in October and has suffered more than her fair share of health problems over many years, it seems sensible to hand the reins over to younger hands.

Gret and her husband Ralph had been the founders of the Tuesday morning market some 20 years ago when Kingston lost its full-time Post Office and shop. It proved to be a community life-saver, not just providing villagers with a range of shopping, local produce, cards, book stall etc, but it has also provided a life-line as a place to meet up and catch up on the latest news in Kingston.

The show will go on, though, with a small army of helpers determined to continue the good work that is valued so much.

Everyone was able to show their appreciation to Gret and Ralph at a special presentation held in the Reading Room at this week’s busy Tuesday morning market – which co-incided with Ralph’s 91st birthday. Gret has been bestowed the honour of becoming the Honorary President of the Reading Room Committee and was presented with a special plaque by chairman David Carter.

Don’t forget to save a space on your calendar for the annual Bluebell Walk which will be taking place on Sunday 8 May of next weekend. More details in my next article.

