2 August 2011 - Last Saturday the Produce Show was a great success. Entries made a lovely sight with a great array of arts, crafts and cookery on display, not to mention all the home-grown fruit and veg. and all the wonderful preserves. In the cookery classes the swiss rolls, fruit cakes and pork pies were almost too good to pass by without sampling. “Lucky judges,” I heard on the lips of more than one person!

The day went without a hitch and there was an army of helpers there at all stages of the day. The stewards worked their usual magic and it was good to see three younger members, the teenage Walters girls – Rebecca, Zoe and Hannah making a warm welcome to visitors and exhibitors alike.

At the end of the day, the raffle was swiftly followed by the prize-giving for all ages. Much hearty banter filled the air as Adrian Woods went up to receive his cup for most points in the vegetables and fruit section – rather than Adrian Lewis who would have liked it to have been him, but wasn’t quite so well prepared (that is, according to his wife, Alison, who was giving out the prizes!) Smiling and clapping was Jenny Ebsworth who had unfortunately lined her exhibits up on the lawn overnight, only to have them eaten by her young dog. (Now she is a person who likes to win and hang up her certificate in her downstairs cloakroom!)
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The cookery cup went to Lorraine Phillips, the preserves cup to Annie White, the crafts cup to Jennie Linzelland first in the art section went to Kit Connor who was very enigmatically listed as “Kit” on her artwork and pottery exhibits. Jennie Stanley managed to walk away with 2 trophies – for flowers and photography, not to mention a cash prize for the highest number of entries.

There was a good range of entries from the children of the village and visiting children too. The overall winners of the cups and shields were Molly Smith (under 8 yrs); Rebecca Jarvis (8-11 yrs); and Adam Jarvis (12-16yrs). The award for the young person’s best in show also went to Rebecca.

The organisers wish to pass on their thanks to all the judges, competitors, stewards and visitors for making it a good day.

Everyone is hoping for a fine day tomorrow for Kingston Fun Day. This will kick off with the children’s fancy dress at 1.30 p.m, starting by the Fire Station for judging and making a procession to the playing field for the grand opening at 2 p.m. Entry is free and there’s lots to look forward to with the slippery pole, sumo suits, bouncy fantasy run, various stalls, Playbus and a tug of war tournament later in the day.

Live music will ring out throughout the afternoon and evening. You can bring a picnic to enjoy on the newly set-up area, or enjoy the barbeque, hog roast or cream teas.

The pet show starts at 3 p.m. – for dogs and small animals, so brush up your pooch and get out your exotic pets. Tickets for the Grand Draw will still be on sale on the day if you haven’t already bought yours and with a £200 cash prize, you might want a few with your name on them. There will be plenty of cover should there be the odd shower, but whatever the weather, no doubt a good time will be had by all.

