18th July 2011 - It was a lovely, varied concert in the church of St James the Less last Saturday evening. There were choral [image: image1.jpg]


numbers from the Modbury school choir led by musical director Karen Woods and also a mini-group from the Kingsbridge ladies chorus, Panache, singing in the barbershop style. In my estimation, the ages must have ranged from about 7 to 70 which gives an indication of how much fun it is to sing with others. Choral solos by Vivienne Eastwood followed. Modbury Gospel singers were represented by Lynda Chapman and Claire Hollett, accompanied by Gill Miller, singing an amazing duet from the Marriage of Figaro.

Again, there was a wonderful variety of instrumentalists. Several numbers were played to a very high standard by Robin Tugwell of Yealmpton on the newly-restored church organ. He kindly stepped in as our resident organist, Irina, was abroad visiting family in Russia. Various other instrumental items delighted the audience and it was lovely to see so many youngsters from the local and surrounding area with so much talent.

In all, it was an enjoyable evening for everyone. Hugh Stanley kindly acted as M.C. for the evening. The concert was organised by June Wilkinson who wishes to pass on her thanks to all the artistes who took part in the concert and the team of helpers both in the church and the Reading Room.

There was a hearty supper to follow in the Reading Room. The musical theme continued with singing and guitar music from John Taylor and John Curry. There was still dancing in the aisles as I left and they were trying to pack up the tables and chairs!

The team of helpers for both parts of the evening are to be applauded as a total of over £800 was raised, going towards the cost of the organ restoration and the new access to the church.

The next couple of weekends look like being busy ones in Kingston too, with the annual cricket match to look forward to and also the Produce Show next weekend. Do get your entries in at the Tuesday morning market or to Joyce Masters at Home Farm Close by the closing date next Wednesday.

On Saturday 6 August it will be the Kingston Fun Day. Organised this year by Hayley Jones of Westentown and a band of younger residents, do contact her on 01548 810748 if you have any queries. She informs me that it will be FREE entry to the field for everyone on the Fun Day and there will be a designated car parking field for all visitors. Don’t forget to get organised for the children’s fancy dress at 1.30 p.m. and the Pet show for dogs and small animals which will take place on the field at about 3 o’clock. Sponsored by South Moor Vets, there will be some desirable rosettes for the taking.

With a bouncy castle and live music throughout the day until late into the night and with a variety of refreshments available, what more could you ask for?

The Grand Draw will be organised by Di and Gra Phillips and team as the main fundraiser of the year for the Reading Room management committee. The prizes, as usual, are amazing and include a £200 cash first prize and a dozen other excellent prizes, including meal vouchers from the Dolphin Inn and Cottage Hotel, Hope Cove; Sunday lunch at the Thurlstone Hotel; a family ticket to Dartmoor Zoological Park; half-day sailing tuition at Salcombe; £50 Toad Hall holiday cottages voucher; £20 voucher for Aune Valley meat and £25 Scbbiscombe Farm meat. There will be a hamper from Kingsbridge Tescos, a picture by a local artist, goodies from Bella’s Flowers at Modbury and finally, a bottle of whiskey.

There will be house-to-house calls selling raffle tickets, so please be generous – the Reading Room is the hub of life in the village and is used by nearly everyone. And of course, you may be pleasantly surprised and be the recipient of one of these great prizes.

