16 September 2011 -

A MEMOIR IN GLASS.
It was a misty morning the day I went to interview C[image: image1.png]


arole Rolfe. I knew very little what to expect, except that she worked with glass. 

I found her house easily in Kingston, and was met with by a warm and gentle woman. Carole told me she had been working as a fused glass artist for 11years, and had been commissioned to produce a memorial for a young man, Reece French. Her piece, Remembering Reece has taken three years to complete.

Reece was a top student in his year in brickwork and stonework at the Construction Department at Devonport College of Further Education. He was 21years old when he died in a tragic accident. Carole has worked intimately with his family since then to produce an intricate memorial to Reece which reflects important aspects of his life.

We started off in her workshop where Carole illustrated her process. She began with sketching the memoirs - a tent, his work boots, a mobile phone - the design and composition a reflection of many conversations with Reece's family and friends, plus her own inevitable understanding as the artist. She then transferred this knowledge[image: image2.png]


 onto glass. Her workshop itself is full of sketches, sheets of glass which she cuts down to size to produce the image she wants. Once traced, she works with the glass, adding colours and chemicals, cutting to achieve the full effect of what she is wanting to say. What Reece's family and friends need to say.

She has reproduced elements of Reece's life onto 16 panels, each of which can stand alone, but they must also synthesise as a whole. Just as all individuals are made of composite pieces resulting in the 'I'. She says each piece took a vast amount of time and energy - up to 70 hours on one panel. 

This has been a truly artistic process for Carole, as well as a deeply emotional process. Each minute step of the w[image: image3.png]


ay, she has worked and reworked elements of his life to get it right. Pieces needed tweaking, omitting and including. The process has been meticulous and laborious, carried through with an absorbing passion. When we remember a loved one, we go over and over in our hearts and mind, remembering, evaluating, cherishing, capturing them in entirety in our hearts, holding their memories in our hands. It is a healing process.

Like building a life, Carole has built her picture. Layers upon layers of glass to produce 3D images.Once in the kiln to fuse the materials, she has only an idea of how the image will change due to the heat reacting with the glass and chemicals. Like life, we experience things - we are never quite sure what the outcome will be, how it will merge with other facets of our being. 

As we cherish the life of a loved one, the memories themselves are tweaked, added to, held, ever changing as our emotions change. When Carole holds her panels to the light in her gallery, the result is instantaneous, impressive, resplendent. The images of Reece's life shine through - the brickwork in the far right corner - something he was so good at, radiates. The volcano spews lava, coming alive as the light refracts. Reece aimed to study volcanoes, an[image: image4.png]


d to put this image almost centre, reflects that ambition. This is what is shown to me in the images; a young man full of vibrant energy, loved without question, wanted and deeply respected. This tribute is a celebration of Reece's life.

I left Carole's gallery and walked into bright sunshine. I felt I had been touched on a deep level by Carole's conscientiousness, integrity and love of her art. Like the rainbow in the picture, her work radiates sunshine after rain.

To view Carole's work before it is displayed at the Construction Department at Devonport's college of Further Education,, please ring her on 01548 810776 to arrange a visit. She will be available from the 19th September 2011.

To view Carole's website visit http://www.smashing-glass.co.uk/.

