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 - This week, at the time when everyone is celebrating Valentine's Day, it gives me great pleasure to report on what is possibly Kingston's most romantic couple.
Dick Bond and Pat Bonser(nee Patricia Greenhough) had met as students in the 1950's at Nottingham University. Here you see a picture of them at the "going down hop" of Christmas 1954. They were friends, but I have been told they were never "an item".
Years passed -- half a century in fact -- and they both pursued their careers and turned the corners and pathways that life, travel, jobs and marriages bring to us all. Finding himself alone following the death of his wife, Terri, Dick perused the on-line pages of Friends Re-united in 2007, discovered Pat, and they e-mailed as friends for six months or so. They had, in fact, both kept a copy of that same photograph. After bravely meeting up in 2008, they re-kindled their friendship, becoming more than friends, travelling to Asia and Australia several times, enjoying their shared love of bowling and much more.
After "popping the question", they finally became husband and wife on Pat's birthday last August, at the Register office in Nottingham where they had first met all those years ago.
The ceremony was followed by a happy lunch at Petit Paris for family and friends, and the second picture that you see is a repeat photo session of Dick and Pat in the exact same spot, in the University Trent Building in August 2010, some 56 years later!
"It's our story," they told me, "and we think it's a happy one!" I should say so, aaah, what romance. They are currently travelling and visiting relatives in Australia, and no doubt, doing a bit more celebrating down under.
Let's hope there will be celebrations in Kingston when our team meets South Brent for the first of the 2011 [image: image2.jpg]


matches in the Inter Parish Quiz.
"We have the same team as last year," team manager Jenny Ebsworth told me, "...that is Chris Denham as captain, alongside Lesley Bevan, Mark Harding and Mike Uttley. But... we are looking for a different outcome as we were knocked out by South Brent last year in the early stages of the competition!"
You can go along to support as the first round match is at South Brent next Wednesday, 23 February at 8 p.m. at the Conservative Club. They will be looking for supporters and anyone needing a lift or further information can contact Jenny Ebsworth on 01548 810582.
The following day, on Thursday 24 February at 8 p.m. in the Reading Room, there will be a talk by Phil Lilley for the History Society. This will be about the old Devon railways and will include memories of some of the West Country's most beautiful lines with archive film and photographs on DVD footage from his "Back-along" series. As always, visitors are welcome.
The History Society will be looking forward as well as back, making a final call this week for anyone in the area with war-time memories to share. All their findings will be going into their newest publication which will be launched and on sale in early August at the next Kingston Fair. Further details from Jennie Stanley on 01548 810819 or Joyce Masters on 01548 810340.
