12th June 2011 - What a shame it was so wet for the Scobbiscombe Open Farm Day last Sunday. The wind blew and the rain came down in buckets – just what the farmers ordered after the driest Spring on record – but not for the national open farm day.
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The weather was somewhat kinder to Tony and Carole Walters who hosted the Poppy Party at their home at Colley Park on Saturday. It was part of the country-wide celebrations for the Royal British Legion which celebrated its 90th year last weekend. A successful fund-raising event, it raised over £1,700 for the cause. This adds to make a record running total of £9,000 raised by this branch since last November.

The afternoon teas were served in bright sunshine, and although it was a chilly evening, the rain held off until midnight. The many party-goers enjoyed a hog-roast, hot chilli and a bar in lovely surroundings. Various local artists provided music which added to the atmosphere. The whole event ran with military precision, of course, and decorations with a military theme were all around.

The highlight of the evening was the auction which followed the raffle. This started slowly and then worked up to an exciting crescendo, reaching a respectable £300. The object of everyone’s desire? – it was the life-buoy from the Ark Royal which came with an amusing anecdote about the only time it had actually been used for its purpose. The final bid went to Jan Male of the Dolphin Inn – so luckily it can be admired by all.

“Now there’s a piece of history worth having,” said Jan, “Fan-tas-tic!”

Tony and Carole with supporters and family had worked extremely hard to make this event a success and Carole was presented with flowers from Brian Stark, chairman of the RBL branch for Bigbury, Kingston and Ringmore.

For those of you who like to get out and about, still to come this month there’s the village River Trip from Kingsbridge to Salcombe and also the Midsummer Pub crawl – 9 miles of evening walking with plenty of watering holes en-route.

