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 - Thank you to everyone who came along to the Reading Room Christmas market. What a wonderful time we had. The warm spicy smell of the mulled wine wafted over us, gentle Christmas music from John with his guitar helped provide a festive atmosphere. I was impressed with the beauty and simplicity of the home made crafts and jewellery, as well as the array of other excellent quality merchandise. A big thank you to all those who helped in every way to make it so successful. Thank you for generously donating foods, wines and pies, to all of us who sold things – and to all who came. It was good to see faces from today and days gone by. Congratulations to all winners of the Draw. It really was a lovely experience to be a part of.
There’s a lot going on at this time of year. The best part of the Christingle service for me was when all the lights were put out, and the church was lit just by candles. Very atmospheric. Each person was given a candle adorned with sweets and fruit. How refreshing it was to see Adam standing up to read later followed by his dad, Michael reading. The collection will go to the charity, the Children's Society. 
The next diary date for the Church is the carol service to be led by Revd. Michael Wilkinson to be held at St James the Less Church at 7pm on Tuesday 20th. All welcome for this festive celebration.
This will be followed by our very own annual Carol Singing Round the Village on Weds 21st. I’ve waited every year since living here for this group to arrive with their lanterns and song sheets in the dark. I know Christmas has begun then. I used to wake my children up to listen; this year we’re hoping to join in. If you’d like to be part of it, meet at the fire station at 6pm. Come and go as you please, but the group aim to finish by 8pm in time for the Christmas Draw at The Dolphin, where mulled wine will also be served.
Schools have now broken up for the Christmas season, so I hope they’ve all had a good last week, and the teachers enjoy time to relax over the Christmas period (a contradiction in terms)?. I’m looking forward to seeing Children from Kingston, Modbury and surrounding villages sing as part of the Modbury School Choir at The White Hart, Modbury on Saturday 19th Dec. They will be singing from 10-12. Do come along if you can.
I hope everyone has a final week or so in the run up to Christmas. If you do celebrate Christmas that it’s not too manic getting the shopping done, the house decorated, cards written, presents wrapped and creating a peaceful atmosphere. 
