1 March 2011 - Sadly, it was a case of history repeating itself for Kingston in the first round of the Inter Parish Quiz this year. South Brent once again edged ahead to win by 120 points to 100, but at least the gap seems to be narrowing each year. “The team’s face was a picture as we walked into the Conservative Club at South Brent,” said team manager Jenny Ebsworth. “They were overwhelmed with the splendid surroundings and magnificent new bar with real ale, and just maybe this added to our downfall!” She thanks the brilliant supporters who turned up on the night and now the team will go into the runners-up competition for the Ken West Plate.

The new area at the top of the playing fields is continuing to look spring-like, with Snowdrops flowering in the hedges. If anyone has any to spare from their garden, ready to plant “in the green”,, please contact Thelma Rumsey. She is also looking for more volunteers to help plant a further 400 whips of native species of trees at another planting session next weekend of 12/13 March. Please let her know if you can spare an hour or so of your time to help in this worthwhile village venture. I expect they will be hoping for better weather than the arctic conditions they experienced with the first batch at the end of November.

The Gardening Club are organising a talk by Stevie Roberts of Ash Tree Farm on plants for difficult locations. This will be in the Reading Room at 2.30 p.m. on Thursday 17 March. Visitors are most welcome with a nominal charge of £2. It should make for an interesting afternoon, with suggested plants on display.

It seems that the mobile Library is now visiting the village at a new time – by the Fire Station on alternate Tuesdays from 10.15 to 11.00 a.m. (the next date being on 15 March). This, I am sure, will suit many people as it ties in with the ever-popular Tuesday morning market.

Finally, congratulations go to Simon Ebsworth, affectionately known as Sparky to his family and friends. He has been presented with a special tankard and certificate for playing an amazing 300 games for the Ivybridge Rugby Football Club. At 36, he has played in the backs for the First Team for 16 years now.

Currently recovering from a broken right arm (for the third time within a year), he is still wearing a smile. He tells me that he is now hanging up his boots on his peg ….. and is thinking of taking up golf instead!

