September 28th 2009 
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It has been a time of farewells – to “Summer” and to our minister for the joint parishes of Kingston, Ringmore and Bigbury. Rev. John Elliott led the Harvest service at St. James the Less while his wife, Pam, played the church organ. A good congregation had turned out for this farewell service followed by Harvest lunch. The church looked fittingly resplendent with fruit, veg and flowers in Autumn hues. Allotment-holders and villagers gave home-grown produce and a group of helpers made the arrangements – chiefly Carol Walters making a great effort with her leg in plaster. At this service of thanksgiving a new youngster was introduced, 3-month old George Paul White from Wonwell Court Farm, so it was a time for new beginnings as well as fruitful harvests. During the lunch, John and Pam were presented with gifts of thanks – a “posh” putter and a standard Viburnum plant to grace their new garden.

Leaflets have gone out with the Parish Newsletters, encouraging everyone to give generously for the “Operation Christmas Child” appeal which will soon be upon us again. This will be organised as usual by Jennie Stanley who will be present in the Reading Room from 9.15 a.m. on Sunday 25th October, to receive donations of suitable gifts, boxes and Christmas paper. Also, money donations will be gratefully received in order to pay £2.50 towards transportation of every box. Traditionally, it has been the children of the village involved in this activity, but helpers of all ages are most welcome – there is always a lovely, warm and giving atmosphere, making it very enjoyable and worthwhile.

Last week saw a twilight event in Kingston. Not many knew that it was happening – but the South Hams Hash House [image: image2.jpg]


Harriers met at the Dolphin Inn car-park and dashed around the lanes and coastline in the dark, with head-torches, dogs and assorted attire, including leopard-skin tights and the like – certainly a spectacle to behold. A good time was most certainly had by all! The only tell-tale sign that they had ever been there were little trails of flour adorning the lanes and junctions.

Tomorrow night there will be a film shown at 7.30 p.m. at Bigbury Memorial Hall. This year’s title is “The man who never was” and it is the first of several events raising money for the 2009 Poppy Appeal for the Royal British Legion. Tickets are £10 to include drinks and a “bring & share” supper. Further details from James Stevenson on 810151.

A meeting at the Dolphin Inn has been scheduled for Thursday 8th October at 8p.m. – under the title of “Pantomime”. Does this mean a repeat of the epic village production from 2 years ago? Who will be the fairy, and what will the title be this time? No doubt all will be revealed shortly!

