

KINGSTON  PARISH  COUNCIL  MEETING
20th January 2011 at 19.30hrs in The Reading Room, Kingston
M I N U T E S
	PRESENT
	Cllr. Eve White (Chairman)
	Cllr Jean Moore 

	
	Cllr Judy Alloway
	Cllr Andy Smith

	
	Cllr Jeanne Curtis
	

	APOLOGIES
	Cllr Dick Bond
	Cllr Mike Uttley

	IN ATTENDANCE
	David Hansford (Clerk)
	County Councillor William Mumford 

	
	
	District Councillor Bryan Carson


	01.11
	Apologies for absence: Cllrs Bond & Uttley.
	

	02.11
	Declarations of Interest: Cllr White (Footpaths, allotments); Cllrs Smith & Uttley (Allotments).
	

	03.11
	Minutes of the Previous Meeting: Minutes of the Meeting of 18th November approved and signed as a true record.
	

	
	
	

	04.11
	Correspondence:

  1) SHDC-Review of Landscape & Leisure activities: Cllr Carson amplified this previously circulated document. SHDC

       were looking at the issue of grounds maintenance and considering externalising as a cost cutting measure. There 

       would be a ‘base line’ where routine maintenance was undertaken; any additional work could be contracted out, 

       either to SHDC or an outside contractor. No decisions could be made until further details were available.
	

	
	   2) Came & Company, Play area insurance: The Clerk updated Members on current levels, including the new play 

       equipment and aerial runway.  
	

	
	   3) David Carter, Reading Room-SDCLAG booking: Cllr Alloway explained the background to this request to hold a 

      SDCLAG meeting without charge. Given that SDCLAG were a major funder (£20,000.00 )for development of the 

      play park, Councillors felt it unreasonable for the Parish to charge for this meeting. Proposed by Cllr Curtis, 

      seconded by Cllr Smith and agreed unanimously that no charge be made. Clerk to respond to Mr Carter.   
	Clerk

	
	  4) Nick Adams, Engineering Services Ltd-annual skateboard park inspection: Agreed to arrange; Clerk to inform 

      KYPA.
	Clerk

	
	  5) Modbury TIC-Request for donation: Donations of this type are not made. Clerk to inform the TIC.
	Clerk

	
	  6) Devon CC-Community Event at The Watermark, 8th December-feedback notes: No comments. 
	

	
	  7) Royal British Legion –Poppy Party Event, 10th to 12th June: Pass to Tony Walters for consideration.
	

	
	  8) SHDC-District Council elections 5th May 2011: Information evening for prospective District Councillors arranged for 

      27th January at Follaton House. Poster displayed on the notice board. 
	

	
	  9) Devon CC-Notice of Making Order re. Public Footpath Diversion: This matter previously discussed in Council. 

      Noted that the public consultation period runs until 25th February. Supplied Notice to be placed on the notice board.
	

	
	10) Cllr Baverstock, SHDC-Invitation to Charity Quiz Night in Totnes 8th February: Clerk to circulate in the Newsletter.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	05.11
	Finance: Payments out for authorisation:- 

Clerk’s salary                                                       £  180.65

Clerk (Postage)                                                            4.25     

Clerk (Padlock)                                                            9.50

SHDC (RR roof loan)                                               578.70

OTM Services (Sign, playing field)                            94.34

Cynthia Smith (Welcome Packs)                               62.90

Wonwell Court Farm (Fencing, playing field)          102.32

Crown Copiers (Photocopy paper)                            41.24

Crown Copiers (Photocopies)                                   91.05
                                                                            £1164.95

Note:  Previously authorised payments:- Clerk- salary, back pay & reimbursement of insurance  premium   £212.04 

                                                                                                                     Peter Bingham, playing field sign    91.36

                                                                                                Thelma Rumsey, mileage re. Tree Council bid    18.15

                                                                                                 Came & Company, play equipment insurance    90.44  

Income: Newsletter advertising £81.00    

** Resolved that the Council in accordance with its powers under Sections 137 & 139 of the Local Government Act 

   1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its 

  inhabitants, and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure:- £84.00 towards additional 

  signage for the playing field.                 
	

	
	
	

	06.11
	Precept 2011/2012: Proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Alloway and agreed unanimously to set the Precept at £6500.00. This is unchanged from 2010/11.  
	

	
	
	

	07.11
	 Parish Plan implementation: Cllr Alloway reported that the cavity wall insulation in Westentown was still ongoing 

 and had received a favourable response from residents.  

 Local Lettings Plan: Cllr Alloway outlined recent lettings of properties in Yellands Row and Westentown. There was 

 some concern at the allocation time for one of the properties and this needed to be addressed in future.
	

	
	
	

	08.11
	Proposed creation of a public footpath-Wonwell Beach: John Wurr had perused the proposals by Devon CC and recommended that they be accepted without reservation. This was agreed, Clerk to liase with County and write a letter of thanks to the Flete Estate.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	09.11
	Playing Field    i) Insurance position: Dealt with under 04.11 (2).

                         ii) Contract with Modbury Rovers Junior Football Club: A draft contract had previously been 

                             circulated. After discussion, several amendments/additions were agreed. Clerk to liase with MRJFC.

                        iii) Awards For All Bid: The Clerk reported that requested supplementary information had been 

                             forwarded following approval of the Bid.

                        iv) Cllr Alloway showed a design for additional signage to the playing field for approval. The cost would 

                             be borne from the residue of funding from the playing field grants and the Section 137/139 

                             resolution shown in Min. 05.11 above. Proposed by Cllr Curtis, seconded by Cllr Moore and agreed 

                             unanimously that these signs be ordered.

                         v) Cllr Alloway referred to recent Active Kingston Committee & Parish Plan Implementation Group 

                             meetings which had recommended the formation of a playing field sub committee to be drawn from 

                             the Parish Council and community. Proposed by Cllr Alloway, seconded by Cllr Curtis and agreed 

                             unanimously to accept the recommendation. Agreed to refer back to the Parish Plan Implementation 

                            Group to pursue. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	10.11
	Calor Marquee-Conditions of Hire etc: This issue was revisited following previous discussions. After a protracted discussion, agreed that Cllr Smith organise a central list of properly trained persons who could assist hirers in the erection and dismantling of the marquee. The issue of recompense for these persons was also discussed. Full details would be published in the Newsletter in due course.  
	AS

	
	
	

	11.11
	Inclement weather-Gritting provisions etc: The viability of providing salt for village use was discussed including the purchase of a trailed gritting machine. The option of sharing such a facility with surrounding parishes was considered; the Clerk would make enquiries. The provision of two additional grit bins at selected locations was recommended. Clerk to make a bid to Highways and matter 

to be placed on the February agenda.    
	Clerk

	
	
	

	12.11
	Registration of Parish Lands: The Clerk outlined the current position. The periphery of the Reading Room (the area in question) had been photographed and details of two parishioners with supporting evidence of previous and current usage had been submitted to solicitors. Once Statutory Declarations had been signed, the file of evidence would be submitted to the Land Registry for their consideration.
	

	
	
	

	13.11
	Devon County Councillor’s Report: Cllr Mumford commented on the recent inclement weather and the challenges faced by Devon CC. Gritting could only be undertaken on primary routes and unfortunately outlying villages such as Kingston would inevitably be overlooked. The provision of further grit bins was also discussed. Highways would assess any requests for further bins but if not approved, then consideration could be given to financing through his own Community Fund allocation.

Cllr Mumford reported that the draft County budget had been produced; Devon CC had to reduce their budget by 27% over the next three years with a £55 million reduction in the next financial year. The draft was being scrutinised with a date of 17th February set for ratification.

The extensive road works in central Modbury had now been postponed to 28th February and would take approximately three weeks. Working hours by the Contractors had been amended and these were outlined.  

The Fare Car Scheme would most likely be scrapped; it was not considered viable given its lack of use. 
	

	
	
	

	14.11
	South Hams District Councillor’s Report: Cllr Carson reported that the budget for the next financial year had not been finalised but would inevitably result in some reduction in services. He explained the changes in Heads of Service between SHDC and West Devon and briefly outlined current mergers of services between the two Authorities.
	

	
	
	

	15.11
	Reports:
	

	
	 1 .Planning: No new applications.
	

	
	 2. Playing Field: Discussed under 09.11 above.
	

	
	 3. Allotments: Tenancies are renewable on 1st February. Agreed to keep rents at current levels.  
	

	
	 4. Reading Room: Nothing to report.
	

	
	 5. Street Furniture: Nothing to report.
	

	
	 6. Footpaths: Discussed under 08.11 above.
	

	
	 7. Neighbourhood Watch: Cllr Moore reported that Kit Connor had replaced Eileen Bushnell.  
	

	
	 8. Tree Wardens: Cllr Alloway reported that Thelma Rumsey had been appointed to the South Hams Tree Warden 

     Committee.
	

	
	
	

	16.11
	April PC Meeting: In view of the proximity of Easter, agreed to bring forward to 14th April, subject to Reading Room availability.
	

	
	
	

	17.11
	Annual Parish Assembly: Agreed to arrange for 12th May (after Council elections), subject to availability. 
	

	
	
	

	18.11
	Date of next Meeting: Thursday 17th February 2011, 1930hrs, Reading Room.
	

	19.11
	Closure of Meeting: 2206hrs.
	

	
	
	


Signed:                                                   Chairman.                                     Date:

David Hansford, Parish Clerk

Tel: 01548 853363 . E-mail: kingstonclerk@tiscali.co.uk

