

KINGSTON  PARISH  COUNCIL  MEETING
14th April 2011 1930hrs in The Reading Room, Kingston
M I N U T E S
	PRESENT
	Cllr. Eve White (Chairman)
	Cllr. Jean Moore

	
	Cllr. Judy Alloway
	Cllr Jeanne Curtis

	
	
	Cllr Andy Smith

	APOLOGIES
	Cllr Dick Bond
	Cllr Mike Uttley 

	IN ATTENDANCE
	David Hansford (Clerk)
	

	
	
	


	52.11
	Apologies for absence: Cllrs. Bond & Uttley  
	

	53.11
	Declaration of interests: Cllr White (Footpaths, allotments); Cllr Uttley (Allotments).
	

	54.11
	Minutes of the Previous Meeting: Minutes of Meeting of 17th March approved and signed as a true record. 
	

	
	
	

	55.11
	Correspondence: (General List circulated):
	

	
	 1.     Devon CC-allocation of additional grit bins: Response from Highways noted. Additional bins could only be 

         provided if self funded by this Council or from Cllr Mumford’s Locality Budget. Placement on private land was 

         acceptable with the landowner’s permission. Agreed to defer to the new Council.  
	

	
	 2.     SHDC-Declarations of Interest-Gifts & Hospitality: Noted.
	

	
	 3.     South Hams CVS-Request for Parish Councillor ‘Specific Point of Contact’: Agreed to defer to the new Council.
	

	
	 4.     BT-Phone box refurbishment: BT would undertake a deep clean; exterior painting would be listed for work in due 

         course.
	

	
	 5.     DALC-Devon Community of the Year: This would replace the Calor Village of the Year Competition. After 

         discussion, unanimously agreed not to participate this year. 
	

	
	 6.     Clerk-Letter of resignation: The Clerk gave formal notice of resignation effective from 30th June. The post 

         would be advertised immediately. Councillors recorded their thanks for his work over the past 2½ years.
	

	
	 7.    Tor Homes-Asset Management Appraisal –request to meet with a PC representative: Agreed that this should

         be left to the new Council although information pertinent to the request were available on the Parish website.  
	

	
	 8.     Reading Room Committee presentation to Gret Atkinson for services rendered: This would take place at the 

         Tuesday Market on 26th April at 10.30am for 10.45am . All Councillors were welcome. The Council were also 

         happy to acknowledge the work undertaken by Gret over the years.    
	

	
	 9.     Domestic Oil Petition: Acknowledgement received from the Office of Fair Trading. Positive response also 

         from Gary Streeter MP who would table in the House of Commons.
	

	
	
	

	56.11
	Payments out for authorisation:-

Clerk’s Salary                                              £180.65  

Clerk (Postage)                                                           4.32

Viking Direct (Stationery)                                          55.60

Devon Playing Fields Association (Subs)                 35.00

Crown Copies (Photocopies)                                  102.14

DALC (Membership Renewal)                                  80.47
                                                                   Total: £458.18        

 Note: Income-Allotment Rentals £60.00         

 Motion for approval:- ‘This Council approves the accrual this year of £80.00 against the Annuity payable to the Parish   Clerk on retirement if after 5 years service. The total accrual to date will then be £200.00’.  Not proceeded with in view of Min 55.11(6).                                                              
	

	
	
	

	57.11
	Statement of Accounts for Audit 2010/11: End of year accounts were circulated together with supporting documentation. Proposed by Cllr Alloway, seconded by Cllr Moore and agreed unanimously that these accounts be accepted. The Annual Audit was signed by the Chairman in readiness for the external audit.
	

	
	
	

	58.11
	Parish Plan Implementation: Cllr Alloway reported on a number of issues:- 

Speeding-this issue was still ongoing with a site visit from Nick Colton of Devon CC Highways to be arranged.

Walkers Are Welcome Accreditation- It was now the responsibility of each individual business/B & B to join the scheme independently with John Wurr encouraging the process. 

Progress Report-Much of the Plan had been achieved although there were some ongoing actions for which the new Parish Council should assume responsibility and make their own balanced decisions. Proposed by Cllr Curtis, seconded by Cllr Moore and agreed unanimously that the Parish Council accept the Advisory Group’s recommendations to the new Council.  

Local Lettings Plan: Cllr Alloway reported on a Housing Surgery at Follaton House with Graham Phillips. Subjects covered included Village Housing Initiative, environmental health issues relating to sub standard housing, bringing empty houses back into use and private letting arrangements. The energy saving measures implemented in  Westontown were discussed with SHDC agreeing to discuss with Guinness Hermitage the matter of upgrading the heating system in these homes. It was suggested that the new Parish Council appoint a Councillor to assume responsibility for the Local Lettings Plan in order to maintain continuity with all agencies.    
	

	
	
	

	59.11
	Registration of Parish Lands: The Clerk outlined the options for the area in question as laid out by our solicitor. In view of the unbudgeted expense, agreed to defer to the new Council with a recommendation for an early decision. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	60.11
	Calor Marquee-Conditions of Hire etc: Cllr Smith circulated draft Conditions of Hire including hiring costs. Proposed by Cllr Curtis, seconded by Cllr Alloway and agreed unanimously to approve as circulated.  
	

	
	
	

	61.11
	Playing Field: Cllr Alloway reported on the inaugural meeting of the Playing Field Committee and the issues discussed. Ongoing maintenance was essential and it was important that SHDC inspections under the Heads of Agreement did not impact on any warranty work by Playdale. The Clerk reported that a six monthly inspection by Allianz on behalf of SHDC had taken place. Agreed to pass to the Committee when a formal report is received. A site visit would be arranged with Playdale in due course.

Litter bin-Clerk to confirm the dimensions of the hard standing base with SHDC and pass to Martin Stallard.

Grass cutting-Clerk to arrange two local quotes for grass cutting in the enclosed play area on a fortnightly and monthly basis.

The groundworks were almost complete with minor issues resolved as they occurred. Extra planings had been laid in the car park area.
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	62.11
	Royal Wedding Street Party: Cllr Moore updated Members with current arrangements. All major elements of the event were allocated to volunteers and their teams. The commemorative mugs were on order and should be delivered next week for distribution on the day.
	

	
	
	

	63.11
	Devon Playbus: Cllr Alloway commented that no firm decision had been made by Devon CC regarding its future and visits were continuing on a weekly basis although this was unlikely to be a permanent arrangement. Options were being explored for the continuation of the service from within the Parish. The message to young mums, children and babies was ‘use it or loose it’.   
	

	
	
	

	64.11
	District & Parish Elections: The Clerk reported on the current position. There were three candidates for the District Council election and 10 candidates for the Parish which would fortunately involve a contested election. All nominees had been invited to make a brief statement for the Newsletter.  
	

	
	
	

	65.11
	Annual Parish Assembly: A reminder that this would be held on 12th May in the Reading Room at 8pm. Light refreshments would be available-cost to be met from the Chairman’s Allowance.  
	

	
	
	

	66.11
	Devon County Councillor’s Report: Cllr Mumford not present.
	

	
	
	

	67.11
	South Hams District Councillor’s Report: Cllr Carson not present.
	

	
	
	

	68.11
	Reports:
	

	
	   1. Planning: The Malthouse-Householder application for proposed modifications to garage and new home office-no

       comments. 
	

	
	   2. Playing Field: Dealt with under Min 61.11 above. 
	

	
	  3. Allotments: Most rentals had been paid. One tenant has not renewed and her plot would be reallocated to the next

      person on the waiting list. 
	

	
	  4. Reading Room: Cllr Curtis updated the Meeting on the current financial position. The Reading Room had been 

      booked for the District & Parish Elections. There would be no meeting in May. 
	

	
	  5. Street Furniture: Cllr Moore reported that the bus shelter required some refurbishment. Cllr Curtis volunteered to

      repaint/stain the shelter. Proposed by Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Alloway and agreed unanimously to pay for the

       materials. 
	JC

	
	   6. Footpaths: Nothing to report.
	

	
	   7. Neighbourhood Watch: Nothing to report.
	

	
	   8. Tree Wardens: Robins Farm-Reduce line of Sycamore trees-work approved.
	

	
	
	

	69.11
	Date of next Meeting: Thursday 19th May 2011, 1930hrs, Reading Room.  
	

	
	
	

	70.11
	Closure of Meeting: 2227hrs.
	


Signed:                                                         Chairman                   Date:                    


