

KINGSTON  PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Held on Thursday 17th March 2011 in The Reading Room, Kingston
M I N U T E S
	PRESENT
	Cllr. Eve White (Chairman)
	Cllr Jean Curtis

	
	Cllr. Judy Alloway
	Cllr Andy Smith

	
	Cllr Dick Bond
	

	APOLOGIES
	Cllr Jean Moore
	Cllr Mike Uttley

	IN ATTENDANCE
	David Hansford (Clerk)
	County Councillor William Mumford

	
	
	District Councillor Bryan Carson 


	
	Police Report: PCSO Thorns attended with two members of the newly formed cadet corp. She briefly explained the corp’s current strength, training and availability for deployment. There had been no recorded crimes in the village this year. 
	

	
	
	

	35.11
	Apologies for absence: Cllr Jean Moore, Cllr Mike Uttley.
	

	36.11
	Declarations of Interest: Cllr White (Footpaths, allotments); Cllrs Smith & Uttley (Allotments); Cllr Bond Min 49.11(8); Cllr White Min 49.11(1)
	

	37.11
	Minutes of the Previous Meeting: Minutes of the Meeting of 17th February approved and signed as a true record. 
	

	
	
	

	38.11
	Correspondence: (General List circulated)
	

	
	  1) SHDC-Planning Decision Notices: Decision Notices will now only be available on line from SHDC’s website.
	

	
	  2) Community Council of Devon-Employment status of Clerks: HMRC had decreed that all Clerks should operate a 

      PAYE system rather than on a self employed basis. This Council already operates this system.
	

	
	  3) Devon CC-Town, Parish & Community Emergency Planning Pack: Contents noted. Agreed that this item could best 

      be progressed by the newly elected Council. 
	

	
	  4) SHDC-Neighbourhood Watch Forum 12.04.11 at Follaton House: Noted, details passed to Cllr Moore.
	JM

	
	  5) SHDC-Parish Housing Surgery 06.0.4.11 at Follaton House: Noted. No attendees as current housing needs are met 

      by existing arrangements.
	

	
	  6) SHDC-Nomination papers for District & Parish Elections 05.05.11: Nomination Papers can be obtained from the 

      Clerk or Follaton House for Parish Council elections. District Council Nomination Papers can only be obtained from 

      Follaton House. Closing date for nominations is noon on 4th April.
	

	
	  7) David Carter-Newsletter paper supplies etc: Crown Copiers now longer sell photocopier paper. Agreed to set up a 

      new account with Viking Direct. 
	Clerk

	
	  8) Reading Room Committee-Revised Access Statement: Previously circulated and now agreed as fit for purpose.
	

	
	  9) Domestic fuel oil petition: Cllr Alloway had received 105 signatures from Parishioners. The petition would now be 

      forwarded to the Office of Fair Trading with a copy to Gary Streeter MP.
	JA

	
	10) Devon CC-Fare Car Scheme: Discussed under County Councillor’s Report.
	

	
	
	

	39.11
	Finance-Payments out for authorisation:-

Clerk’s salary                                    £180.65

Clerk (Additional hours worked)            19.00

Clerk (Stationery)                                  26.99

Clerk & Councils Direct (Subscription)  11.00
                                               Total: £ 237.64

Payments previously authorised: John Owen of Exeter £228.96 (Deposit, Royal Wedding mugs)

                                                     Bartons Solicitors £14.00 (Fee-Statutory Declarations)

 Income: Newsletter advertising £151.00 

                         Allotment rentals £85.00   

                                         Total: £236.00
	

	
	
	

	40.11
	Calor Marquee-Conditions of hire etc: Cllr Smith recapped on previous discussions and suggested conditions of hire. Agreed to defer to the next meeting. In the meantime, Cllr Smith would prepare and circulate a draft Conditions of Hire paper as a basis for further discussion.
	

	
	
	

	41.11
	Playing Field:

   i)  Committee-Terms of reference: Although draft Terms of Reference were adopted at last month’s meeting, there 

       were aspects that required clarification. Following protracted deliberations, proposed by Cllr Alloway, seconded by 

       Cllr Smith and agreed to amend as discussed. Cllr Bond abstained from the vote.

  ii)  SHDC-Inspection of new equipment: SHDC had requested details of the new equipment and contact numbers  

       for Playdale to assist them in their monthly inspections under the terms of the recently renewed Heads of 

       Agreement contract. The Clerk had dealt with this.eads of Agreement 
	

	
	
	

	42.11
	  i) Parish Plan Implementation: Cllr Alloway reported that Thelma Rumsey, Cllr White and Anne White had planted 

     420 saplings provided free by the Woodland Trust in the hedgerows on the playing field. She and Helen Brown had 

     planted around 2000 snowdrop bulbs donated by residents.  

     The Parish Plan Implementations were almost at an end-agreed to destroy the PP questionnaires as all relevant 

     information had been recorded.

 ii) Affordable Housing: Nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	43.11
	Kingston Playbus: Dealt with under County Councillor’s Report.
	

	
	
	

	44.11
	Royal Wedding Street Party: Cllr Moore was not present to update. Agreed to defer to next meeting. Members thanked Cllr Carson for his generous grant towards the cost of the commemorative mugs from his Locality Budget.
	

	
	
	

	45.11
	Registration of Parish Lands: Statutory Declarations had now been signed and witnessed. Our Solicitor will now submit to the Land Registry for consideration. She is confident that this matter can be resolved within this Council’s tenure. 
	

	
	
	

	46.11
	Telephone box-refurbishment: Agreed that refurbishment was necessary. Clerk to discuss with BT.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	47.11
	Devon County Councillor’s Report: Cllr Mumford reported that the County budget had now been agreed. This required a £56 million cut back in the first year with an overall cut back of £130 million over the next 4 years. Some things were currently uncosted but the concessionary bus fares scheme had devolved from SHDC to County. He also outlined the reduction in senior management tiers to three Heads of Directorates.  

Cllr Alloway outlined the current position of the Kingston Playbus and the threat of withdrawal by Devon CC. Kingston was an isolated village and the Playbus was crucial for parents who use its facilities regularly. Cllr Mumford promised to take these issues back to County.   

 Cllr Alloway commented on the new timings and reduction of the Fare Car Scheme which were not beneficial to Kingston residents. Cllr Mumford remarked that the service was generally under used. He promised to forward these concerns to Devon CC.  
	

	
	
	

	48.11
	South Hams District Councillor’s Report: Cllr Carson stated that the new Localism Bill would abolish the Standards Board which has raised concerns at SHDC given that this would leave no District jurisdiction over Parish Councils. A suggestion that a County Standards Board be implemented was under consideration. 

Cllr Carson commented on the Localism Bill and outlined areas of concern raised at Cluster Meetings. The new Chief Executive of SHDC was anxious to develop closer links between District and Parish with the aim of being more supportive to them. 
	

	
	
	

	49.11
	Reports:

1. Planning: Torr Down Farm(29/0630/11/F)-Retrospective householder approval for alterations to farmhouse and barns in relation to planning approval 29/0110/09/F. Comments made by this Council in relation to the 2009 application are still valid. Clerk to reiterate to SHDC. 

  2.     Playing Field: Dealt with under Minute 41.11 above.

  3.     Allotments: The Clerk reported that six allotment holders had renewed their tenancies to date.

4. Reading Room: Cllr Curtis reported that the AGM will be held on 7th April at 1930hrs. All user groups would  prepare a report. Volunteers were also sought to assist with the Fun Day.  

5. Street Furniture: The notice board by the Fire Station was in need of refurbishment or renewal. Clerk to make the

arrangements. 

  6.     Footpaths: Nothing to report. 

  7.    Neighbourhood Watch: (See 38.11(4) above).

  8 .   Tree Wardens: Robins Farm-line of Sycamore trees-reduce by max. height of 5 metres. No comments to make, 

         Parish Tree Wardens to make their recommendations. 
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	50.11
	Date of Next Meeting: Thursday 14th April 2011, 1930hrs, Reading Room.
	

	
	
	

	51.11
	Closure of Meeting: 2210hrs.
	

	
	
	


Signed:                                                     Chairman.                            Date: 

David Hansford, Parish Clerk. Roseville House, Veales Road, Kingsbridge, TQ7 1EX 

Tel: 01548 853363. E-mail: kingstonclerk@tiscali.co.uk.

