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 Last Sunday there was great activity in the village as the annual event of filling the shoe-boxes for Operation Christmas Child got under way. Organiser Jennie Stanley led the service in St. James the Less, showing a Samaritan’s Purse DVD, showcasing their excellent work in Africa and Eastern European countries, bringing joy to needy children.




Afterwards, everyone was busy doing their bit to fill the stack of shoe-boxes. As always, there was a great community spirit and this year there were more adult helpers than usual, [image: image2.jpg]


including several new to the village in the last year.

The boxes will go to a collection point in Kingsbridge shortly to start their long journey eastwards. Jennie would like to thank all helpers and everyone who has given in any way at all. “Everyone has been so very generous with gifts, help and donations, thank you so much.” If anyone has missed the event and would still like to contribute, you can still make money donations as it costs £2.50 transportation costs to send every single box. Every little helps speed them on their way!

The Parish Plan Advisory Group is still working hard and making things happen. Two new members have joined the group. Firstly, John Wurr who, with Mike Torrens and the local National Trust, is involved in producing 3 information leaflets describing six walks along roads and public footpaths in and around the parish of Kingston. They are also preparing information for a village interpretation board depicting a map with key features and also information for the Parish website, which will in time be found on www.kingstonparishcouncil.co.uk under “Walking in Kingston” and will include a wildlife spotters guide.

Secondly, Sally Denham will be joining the group, continuing her work for Active Kingston and fundraising for the development of the Playing field area.

There are on-going house-calls selling poppies for the Royal British Legion appeal. There is also to be a fundraising coffee morning on Saturday 7 November at 10.30 a.m. in the reading room. There will be an exciting range of stalls, and organiser Tony Walters is hoping to raise £1,000 for this worthy cause.

We are certainly very lucky in Kingston as it is our turn to host the Remembrance service this year. It will begin at 10.50 a.m. on Sunday 8 November at St. James the Less, honouring those that have died in service of their country in the past and also supporting casualties and their families in present-day conflicts.

On a lighter note, tomorrow evening for all those who are feeling “ghoulish” – there will be a “Monster Bash” in the reading room for Hallowe’en, starting at 8 p.m. and featuring the live band, “Street Talk”. Please bring your own drinks and nibbles. Tickets cost £5, with proceeds going to Kingston Young People’s Association. Fancy dress is optional, but I am sure it will be desirable in order to enter into the “spirit” of the occasion!

