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November 10th 2009
Last weekend in Kingston saw much activity and huge support for Remembrance and the Royal British Legion. On Saturday, Tony Walters of Colley Park had organised a huge coffee morning with fund-raising stalls. The event, held in the reading room, was extremely well-supported and raised a total of well over £1,000. Afterwards he said, “I am absolutely gobsmacked. All the helpers were absolutely brilliant – everyone working hard in the kitchen and serving, and all those on the stalls with such original ideas. It was all a big family team effort. Thank you to everyone involved and all our supporters.”

£340 was raised on the whisky raffle, run by Tony himself and £80 was raised on the chicken dinner raffle, a personal best by Guy Eddy who has run this for the last 20 years. Both were won by Mark Bolam of Oakleigh. I am sure the chicken dinner will have gone by now, but suspect that the gallon of whisky might last a little longer!

There were tombola, cakes, books, plants, wine-bottle guessing, and many other superb stalls with all helpers doing their bit. Carole Walters, wife of Tony, had certainly excelled herself with sales of luxury hand-made chocolates, preserves, pickles and hampers for the draw. I can’t wait to try my lemon marmalade with cointreau.

Sunday, clear and bright, saw the service of Remembrance at Kingston’s St. James the Less church. It was so special to have the service here as it only happens every 3 years, sharing with sister-churches Ringmore and Bigbury.

The church was packed with everyone wearing their poppies with pride. The service was led by Michael Tagent while his son played the organ. The standard-bearers were Jeanne Curtis for the Women’s Royal British Legion and Brian Lamble from Ringmore for the Men’s. The Act of Commitment was led by Bryan Stark of Ringmore, President to this branch of the R.B.L. There were representatives from all aspects of the uniformed community services in our area and it was just wonderful to see so many of our Kingston youngsters – boys and girls of all ages, there as representatives of our local scouting groups.

Many people commented on the flower arrangements in our church, bedecked so fittingly with poppies, by myself and that busy lady, Carole Walters – again, a great team effort.

In all, a weekend of Remembrance, thinking of all those who had given their lives for their country and our freedom. During the role-call, poignantly, names echoed around the church, family names that are still the mainstay of this community, reminding everyone of the great sacrifice made. Thoughts and prayers went out for all service personnel still fighting in present-day conflicts, particularly Afghanistan, and their families left at home, felt so keenly in our local area.

Finally, don’t miss the History Society talk on Thursday 26 November at 8 p.m. in the reading room. The guest speaker will be Graham Collyer, of Gazette “Delving into the Past” fame, who will be speaking along with Tim Burr, on the development of the History Group in South Milton. This should prove most interesting and you do not have to be a member to go along and take part.
