May 4th 2009.
What excitement there has been in Kingston as we received the news that we have won the CALOR “Village of the Year” competition for the whole of the West of England, stretching from Cornwall up to Shropshire and Worcestershire and across as far as Wiltshire. The regional prize of £2,000 will be awarded to the village. This means that we join the other 4 finalists for the whole of England. I must emphasise again that the competition is looking for a winning village with real community spirit and with much to offer all age-ranges in all aspects of their daily lives.
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The ITV Westcountry news cameras visited Kingston as soon as the announcement was made, making us the subject of a short live broadcast. Judy Alloway, leader of the presentation for the Parish Council, Tuesday Morning Market founder, Gret Atkinson and 11-year-old Jenny Grace were all interviewed by Claire Manning. 

Now villagers from all walks of life will be preparing for a third and final meeting with the judges for the grand final in a 2-hour presentation to be held on Friday 17th July.

That same evening following the broadcast the village was a-buzz. In the Dolphin Inn, across the road, the darts team was gathering for an away-match with Modbury and the Quiz team was preparing for their away-fixture too – the semi-finals against Ugborough in the Ken West Plate (Runners-up) of the Inter-Parish Quiz. This they managed to win by a keen margin of 104 to 62, placing them in the final on Tuesday 19th May at the Watermark building in Ivybridge. As last year, all supporters will be most welcome. Team manager, Jenny Ebsworth, said, “Kingston’s on a winning roll!” We shall just have to wait and see.

Meanwhile that same evening, the History Society was meeting in the Reading Room for a most interesting talk from visiting speaker, Steve Humphries, on “Oral History”, showing award-winning clips from interviews and films produced for BBC, ITV and Channel 4, vividly documenting a way of life which is now almost beyond living memory.
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Last week the Reading Room was thronged with over 80 participants for the St. George’s Day Quiz on all things English. Teams vied for prizes for the “best team head-gear”, which ranged from Mediaeval battle helmets and tall ladies-in-waiting hats to the traditional English tied handkerchiefs and even tiaras!

A wonderful team-spirit pervaded the whole atmosphere with St. George’s flags bedecking the room and cooks and waitresses adorned in red and white hats serving the delicious curries. Mark and Katherine Harding were key in organising this event, along with Ally Gates, Sally Denham, Jean Moore and other helpers, making an amazing £600 towards Active Kingston and its new plans for the development of the playing field area.

Don’t miss the Bluebell Walk from Scobbiscombe House this Sunday afternoon, starting any time you wish from 2-4 p.m. This promises to be spectacular with the bluebells at their best and views for miles from Hoist Point if you wish to venture further. Cream teas will be served on your return and this year all proceeds from this event will also go to Active Kingston.

