May 18th 2009 

This year’s annual Bluebell Walk took place in fine conditions – sunny and windy, with the bluebells in full bloom. Held at Scobbiscombe House, by kind permission of Mr and Mrs Robert Beard, visitors finished off their afternoon rambles [image: image1.jpg]


with cream teas served on the terrace beside the fishpond. Busy, with a friendly, convivial atmosphere, locals and visitors alike enjoyed themselves and lingered to soak up the sunshine while children played on the lawns and swallows swooped overhead. 

Sally Denham, with a strong band of busy helpers, was a key organiser for this year’s event, which raised a wonderful £495 towards Active Kingston. All the community will benefit from this new facility as the playing fields are re-developed at the top (South) end of the village – not least the children, many of whom were there, doing all they could to help the afternoon run smoothly.

Fourteen-year-old Beth Walker from Yellands Park has just completed the 35 mile Ten Tors expedition. The weather was kinder this year, which meant that that her team from Kingsbridge Community College, like all other teams, completed successfully. Tired and exhausted, blistered but happy, they learnt a great deal about the ethos of working together as a team. Congratulations to her and all others on this wonderful achievement.

Tomorrow there will be a table-top sale in the Reading Room from 2 – 4 p.m, with a raffle, cake stall and bring and buy. Refreshments will be available and all proceeds will go to the Motor Neurone Disease Association in memory of John Henry Trippas.

Last Saturday was the now almost annual Spring event in the Reading Room. It was local professional gardener from Wonwell Gate Farm, Anne White’s Plant Sale. The room was a-buzz with happy buyers, and a display of wonderful, healthy plants – from annual bedding to tomatoes and herbaceous plants. All quickly disappeared, as did the tasty afternoon teas served by Kim and Lorna Watkins. Anne was helped by an army of dedicated family and friends, and I must confess that I left with two boxes of plants – to add to my already overflowing greenhouse and garden!

