June 5th 2009    

Congratulations to the Kingston team who came second to Brixton in the Inter-Parish Quiz for the runners-up trophy, the Ken West Plate. Team manager was Jenny Ebsworth, team captain Chris Denham along with team members Lesley Bevan, Mick Uttley and Mark Harding. They and their many supporters all seemed to have as much fun as last year and did us proud.

The table-top sale in aid of the Motor Neurone Disease Association was extremely well supported, with such a crowd in the Reading Room that refreshments had to be served downstairs! Organiser, Ruth Jarvis reports that over £450 has been raised for this worthy cause.

The History Society has recently visited Finch Foundry, Sticklepath. The visit took place on a glorious sunny day and they enjoyed the beautiful setting of this historic site on the edge of Dartmoor. The last example of a water-powered forge in England, the original serge mill produced quantities of red material used for the tunics of British soldiers. The group now look forward to their tour of Crownhill Fort in Plymouth on 27th of this month.
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Local master-builder, Lance Doswell has struck silver (not quite gold!) whilst digging in his garden. He unearthed a silver three-halfpence, dated 1562, from the reign of Queen Elizabeth 1. The coin was verified by Matthew Holland of Bigbury Mint, Ermington, and valued at up to £300. There seems to be a moral here for keen gardeners like myself, and maybe it will encourage the less keen to get gardening too!

Kingston Gardening Club has recently enjoyed a well-attended meeting at the home of Vera Matthews, who moved to Modbury with her husband Ken last year. Members who move away – just a few miles or further afield – do like to remain as members. Forthcoming events include a visit to a private garden at Westlake this month and a tour of Riverford, near Newton Abbot, with their specialist “organic” lunch included, on Friday 10th July. Plants are already being prepared for the usual “green” plant stall at Kingston Fair on Saturday 1st August.

A small co-operative of like-minded families are turning their hand to small-scale farming, and a trailer of young Saddle-back pigs arrived at a nearby location during the filming of the Westcountry news outside the Dolphin Inn a while back – nothing like being upstaged! They certainly let everyone know that they were happy as “pigs in muck” to be in Kingston!

Finally, still on a rural theme – the allotments have been well-tended again this year, and there remains a waiting list. Not only sheds have arrived on the site over the last few years, but now there is to be livestock! A hen-house and pen have been built and there is speculation that some battery hens might be given a new home in Kingston – now that’s what I call “re-charging your batteries” and a case of real re-cycling!

