June 15th 2009.
Springwatch may finally be over as we approach mid-summer, but Spring is definitely still [image: image1.jpg]


in the air around Kingston.

Charley Littlewood, 17, of Beech Torr Farm, on the edge of Kingston, has been having a busy time lately. Having just finished her AS level exams at the Grammar School in Plymouth, she now has more time to spend with her special new foal.

Libra Gracia, affectionately known as Eva, arrived almost three weeks ago, and is bred from the finest Warmblood lines. Her dam, Touch of Grace, a fine chestnut 15.3 h.h. mare, is Charley’s usual mount for jumping competitions, so she will be competing this Summer in the British Novice events on Red, while brother Alistair, 15, will be show-jumping and attending Pony Club on Fern.

So, it looks like a busy Summer ahead for the Littlewood family on their organic farm, but mother Lesley tells me, “We still have more room for liveries – you can simply never have too many horses!”

Congratulations are in order at Wonwell Gate Farm, the home of Eve and Phil White and family. A new grandson has been born – George Paul -- to Paul and Alice. I am sure there will be celebrations for this, the first grandchild and the start of a new generation.

On Wednesday 1st July the Art Group will be off to Exeter to visit the exhibition of Lara Viana at the Phoenix Gallery. A contemporary artist, her work reflects dream-like images of fantasy worlds. Meanwhile, the Kingston artists will be developing their own imaginative designs with their cloud studies.

There is an opportunity for youngsters of all ages to really let their hair down and delve into Kingston’s smuggling past. Matt Grace, 22, from Roughty Elk in Home Farm Close, is organising a special event as part of his extended university studies. Matt wishes to explore how people relate to historic events in their locality. He is looking into local history at grass-roots level and is planning a “smuggling day” here in Kingston. There will be a presentation followed by a re-enactment of events at Wonwell Beach on the Erme estuary some 200 years ago. All this will take place on Saturday 18th July. Everyone is welcome, but children must be accompanied by an adult. Contact Matt on mg235@ex.ac.uk for further details or phone 810291.

