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You can tell that midsummer is here as the annual Pub Crawl has been held. This event, organised by Jack Brown, has now been going for almost 10 years.

Just over a dozen keen walkers turned out for the 9-mile evening hike, enjoying fresh air, fine views and liquid refreshment at the Journey's End, Ringmore, the Pilchard Inn, Burgh Island, the Royal Oak at Bigbury, and finally, a warm welcome from Jan and Geoff at the Dolphin Inn, Kingston.

Last Saturday saw the local event of the Bigbury Fun Run. There was a slightly different route for the run, making it marginally longer (but just as gruelling) and a different location for the festivities which went on all day and made it a real family occasion. It was held at Bigbury village hall and playing fields, St Anne's Chapel.

Twenty-one year-old Matt Brown did Kingston proud yet again, coming second overall in the race out of some 150 runners and also winning the Fastest Local cup for the fourth successive year. His time was 35 min.30 sec and he also raised £83 for local charities such as Devon Air Ambulance and MacMillan etc.

There were other rep​resentatives from Kingston there -including Florence the veteran Fire Engine (that at one time saw active service in Kingsbridge), along with three generations of the Freeman family.

I also happened upon Jan Male, publican of the Dolphin Inn. She was full of excitement at the prospect of celebrity Curtis Dowling filming Put Your Money Where Your Mouth Is for the BBC at the Dolphin Innthis week. This will be shown on national TV during September.

Last Saturday was certainly a busy day as other villagers from the History Society visited Crownhill Fort in Plymouth.

Jennie Stanley reported afterwards, 'No, we were not confined to the dungeons, but we walked our legs off with the steps, tunnels and ramparts!'

Friday, July 17, will see the judging of the final, national stage for the Calor Village of the Year Award.

Judy Alloway is coordinating the event on behalf of the parish council and will also be leading the presentation on the day.

A small group of committed individuals have been planning displays for their clubs and societies to show, the judges just what happens in our small village.

It seems that we are up against stiff opposition. Every villager can do their bit by turning up to support on the day and giving their approval that Kingston really is the best place to live in England.

The presentation will begin at 11am on Friday, July 17, in the Reading Room.

Everyone will then move on to the displays in the church and the judges will be given a tour of the village, finishing at the Dolphin Inn.

Following this, at approximately 1pm, there will be a formal presentation, with press present, of the plaque and cheque for £2,000 for winning the Best in the West regional section.

Do be there to add your support, for as well as the publicity, there will be free refreshments and wine for all to celebrate our success so far.

