July 27th 2009
Last Saturday saw the annual Produce Show in Kingston, and what a show it was. To my mind, it was the best-supported show ever, with tables in every category heaving with entries, which were up by 30% from last year. It was a wonderful village event for all age-groups and competition was fierce. Chief organiser, Anita Ellis, was full of praise for everyone, the high standard of the entries, and especially her hard-working team of stewards. Di Phillips got a special mention, giving her all, as usual, with her leg only recently out of plaster. Anita commented, “There has just been an overwhelming amount of support for the Produce Show, with a brilliant number of entries and so much effort and hard work from all of the stewards”.

Dick Bond did his usual wizardry with his computer – getting all results, slips and certificates out in a very limited time.

Cup winners were Ally Lockyer for Cookery, Lorraine Phillips for Preserves, Jennie Ebsworth for Vegetables and Fruit, myself for Flowers (growing and arranging) and Pat Bonser, partner of Dick Bond, for Photographs. In the Young Persons category, shields and cups went to Megan Davies (under 8 years), Rebecca Jarvis (8-11), Hannah Walters(12-16), and Adam Jarvis and Morgan Chope shared the prestigious title of “best entry in the show” in the children’s section.

In all, a great effort from everyone, making it a day to remember.

Special congratulations go to Sylvia and Dennis Compton who have just celebrated their diamond wedding anniversary on 23rd July. They celebrated with family and friends at the Thurlstone Hotel and even received a card from the Queen.

The annual cricket match in Twenty20 format will take place in Richard Sanderson’s field, adjacent to Vicarage Farm, next weekend, over 8th and 9th August, starting at 2pm. This will hopefully overcome any interruptions from the changeable weather.

As usual, there will be refreshments in the form of barrels of beer, soft drinks and BBQ on both days this time, courtesy of Geoff Smith from the Dolphin, Richard Sanderson and Nick Oatway.Last year this raised a creditable £200 for the Reading Room fund. It sounds like an event not to be missed – with a match against Modbury the following weekend, so if you wish to play, get your name down with Geoff at the Dolphin.

Tomorrow will see the annual Kingston Fair Day. Following [image: image1.jpg]


last year’s Fun Day, this year we are having stalls and entertainment in the village centre again. The venue is a triangle, the Dolphin Inn car park, courtesy of Jan Male and Geoff Smith, the Reading Room and the church. Action starts at 2 p.m. with the opening of the Fair by our “Royal Family” – children from the village. There will be a full range of stalls, refreshments and exhibition by the History Society in the church. The Grand Draw will have a top prize of £200 and many other good prizes. The highlight will be performances by the Kingsmen – the renowned Barbershop Harmony Chorus from Kingsbridge. So, don’t miss all the fun!

The results are out this week for the Calor “Best Village of the Year” award. No, we didn’t quite make it – that accolade went to Kirkby Stephen in Cumbria. However, it was a great achievement for us to be deemed “Best in the West”. Everyone put on wonderful displays for the judging of the final a fortnight ago, and the presentation was led by designated councillor Judy Alloway in a very concise and confident manner. We all had a great surprise, for Kingston was presented with a cheque for an additional £500 (on top of the £2000 award) for the “Best community” in the whole of England. What more can I say?

