20th December 2010
 “Snow had fallen snow on snow…” so it goes in the carol and so it has been in Kingston. A thaw after the first early snow was followed by the rude awakening of even heavier snow and treacherous ice last weekend, leaving the village virtually snow-bound. Strange local conditions during the night combined rain, snow and freezing conditions, leaving roads impassable and with many ensuing accidents. Strangely, there had been little snow just a few miles away at Hope Cove and other surrounding areas that can be clearly seen from the outskirts of the village.
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 On Saturday morning it was like a fairyland in Kingston and everyone was out with their cameras, capturing the special moments and scenes.

 There has been much social activity as all the clubs and societies have had their Christmas get-togethers. This includes the Bell-ringers, Bowls Club, Art Group, History Society and the Dolphin Inn Christmas night to mention but a few.

 This week will have seen the special festive morning market as well as the carol service at St James the Less with a special choir drawn from the village and even carol-singing around the village. So, there should be plenty of festive cheer in the Kingston air.
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The Messy Church group had organised a real-life Nativity to enact around the village. The younger children dressed up and paraded around the village, knocking on the door at the Dolphin Inn – no room, of course, and ending up in the lower part of the Reading Room, specially decked out as a stable with hay, cuddly animals and two live chickens. We had provided Topsy, the coloured cob from Scobbiscombe, when the donkey couldn’t quite make it. Unfortunately, she got so excited, thinking that she was going hunting, that Mary couldn’t get anywhere near. Never mind, the necessary “clip-clop” filled the air, and the accompanying pantomime camel was much better behaved.

 It was a lovely occasion, finishing with carols around the crib and organiser Ruth Jarvis and helpers should be proud of such a successful venture so early on for the new Messy Church initiative.
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The Christingle service the following weekend was equally successful. Jennie Stanley had been busy the previous day with all her helpers, producing the fruit christingles and she would like to thank all those helpers for their time and effort. In the service, led by Michael Tagent, children and adults alike enjoyed holding their christingles in the candle-lit church, with the true meaning and expectation of Christmas.

 On Christmas Day, you too can celebrate in the beautifully decorated church with the Family Communion service at 10.30 a.m. at St James the Less, Kingston. Perhaps everyone will be singing “In the Bleak Mid Winter”?

