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It was a wonderful day last Saturday for the village of Kingston and I am sure it will be one that will be remembered by the children of the village all of their lives. It was the grand opening of the new play and adventure trail park and it was a whole village event. The new marquee was up (purchased with the Calor village of the year award money) and there were free refreshments for all including tea and home-made cakes by Ally Lockyer and helpers, a barrel of beer (for the over 18’s) donated by the Dolphin Inn, and everyone tucked in after the speeches, though waiting was difficult with it all looking so sumptuous.

The weather was blustery with squally showers but it did nothing to dampen everyone’s spirits and the sun managed to shine for the largest part of the afternoon.
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The event was the culmination of two years of hard-working fund-raising from a committee under the title “Active Kingston”, and also a lot of paperwork and chasing-up for funding from various sources. There have been many successful village events which have raised funds for this including the cream teas at Walkespool and the Bluebell walk at Scobbiscombe House to mention only a couple.

The sound of drums and music rang over the village as the event began. It was Weapons of Sound – a versatile 'junk' band with evocative music enjoyed by the children and adults alike. Local dignitaries were present, including Christine Marsh from Devon County Council, Darren Moore from Playdale and Cathy Heath from South Devon Coast Local Action Group.

The children of Kingston put on a song and dance routine, choreographed by Jeannie Moore as a big thank you to everyone involved, and Sally Denham as another chief organiser and fund-raiser, led the proceedings throughout the afternoon. She was even cajoled into taking a flight on the aerial runway following other raffle winners including Seb Gender.
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The children played excitedly on all the new play equipment and “assault course” which was universally admired and the celebrations continued into the evening.

There have been celebrations in Home Farm Close this week too. Gret and Ralph Atkinson from Cobblestones have been celebrating their 65th wedding anniversary – a truly great achievement – which they will be sharing with family and friends.

It will have been an extra busy half term for the children of Kingston this week with many different activities lined up for them, but more about that next time.

