

KINGSTON  PARISH  COUNCIL  MEETING
18th February 2010 at 19.30hrs in The Reading Room, Kingston
M I N U T E S
	PRESENT
	Cllr. Eve White (Chairman)
	Cllr Dick Bond

	
	Cllr. Judy Alloway
	Cllr Mike Uttley

	APOLOGIES
	Cllr Curtis
	Cllr Moore

	
	Cllr Smith
	

	IN ATTENDANCE
	David Hansford (Clerk)
	SHDC Cllr. Bryan Carson


	
	Police Report: PCSO Thorns stated that there had been 10 recorded crimes in the village last year. This year to date there had been none. The speed monitoring equipment had now been re-calibrated and was now available. When more favourable weather occurred it could be used again with involvement from local children.    
	

	
	
	

	20.10
	Apologies for absence: Cllrs Curtis, Moore & Smith.
	

	21.10
	Declarations of Interest: Cllr. White (Footpaths, Allotments); Cllr Smith (Allotments).
	

	22.10
	Minutes of the Previous Meeting: Minutes of the Meeting of 21st January approved and signed as a true record.
	

	
	
	

	23.10
	Correspondence:
	

	
	  1.    SHDC-Recommendations of the Parish Remuneration Panel: Noted, copy in Correspondence folder.
	

	
	2. Devon & Cornwall Police: Invitation to Chair/Vice Chair/Clerk to attend a meeting with senior police management on 26th March at Totnes. Cllr Bond not available.
	

	
	  3.    Geoff Smith, The Dolphin: The Clerk gave an update on further questions posed by Geoff Smith regarding The 
         Pound. Agreed that Cllr Alloway/Clerk reopen negotiations with The Dolphin regarding development of The Pound 
         as a village resource. 
	JA
Clerk

	
	  4.    Devon CC-Mobile Library Survey: Agreed to highlight in the Newsletter. 
	

	
	5. Devon & Cornwall Police-newsletter & suggestions re. community paging: Agreed that the paging suggestion had some merit and should be pursued. Clerk to deal.
	Clerk

	
	6. Ivybridge Town Council-Train services from Ivybridge: It was asked if Kingston could advertise these services in the village. Copy placed on the notice board/website and to be mentioned in the Newsletter.      
	

	
	7. Ivybridge Town Council-Options for parishes in the Ivybridge area/DAPC –future options for service delivery: Two questionnaires had been forwarded for completion. Councillors reiterated their previous comments ie that Kingston was too isolated a Parish to take full advantage of shared services. Clerk to respond accordingly.
	Clerk

	
	  8.    South Hams CVS-Community Safety Forum event @ Ivybridge 25.02.10: No attendees.
	

	
	  9.    Cllr Mumford-Local Government Review: Noted & discussed under Minute 33.10 below.
	

	
	
	

	24.10
	Finance-Payments out for authorisation:- 

Clerk’s salary                                                       £175.24

Stationery                                                                  2.57

Postage                                                                     3.60

Cynthia Smith-preparation of Welcome Packs        60.02**

                                                                 Total: £ 261.94

** Resolved that the Council in accordance with its powers under Sections 137 & 139 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure, which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants, and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure:-  

                 Payment to Cynthia Smith of £60.02 for preparation of additional ‘Welcome Packs’.   

Income:- £142.20 Newsletter advertising.
	

	
	
	

	25.10
	Reading Room-Disabled access etc: Standing Orders were waived to allow Di Phillips to address the Council. She 
confirmed that alcohol cannot be sold at Reading Room functions, unless a TEN’s licence is obtained by the hirer.  Any infringements would be in breach not only of the hirer’s obligations but the Reading Room’s Premises Licence. Agreed to publish a reminder in the Newsletter.
She circulated a briefing note on the Disability Discrimination Act and outlined the salient points. A discussion ensued  regarding safe access for wheelchairs including electric types.  Fire risk assessments were also discussed. Agreed that the Reading Room Management Committee (RRMC) would prepare an Access Statement in the first instance and investigate the cost of a lightweight folding evacuation wheelchair to be stored on the premises. A range of other measures were also discussed.  The Parish Council confirmed their full support for the RRMC.   
	

	
	
	

	26.10
	Parish Plan Implementation/: Cllr Alloway produced a draft design for the footpath orientation board prepared by Peter Bingham. This would be circulated for comment. The suggested location was the Reading Room wall as slanted free standing units had drawbacks in terms of water retention.

Local Lettings Plan: The new arrangements for allocating housing in Devon assumed that people in the Parish would assist applicants in the preparation of their applications. A recent emailed Newsletter from SHDC included properties available. Cllr Alloway would seek clarification of the role of these parish helpers. 
Cllr Alloway reported that she had been invited to address Bigbury Parish on the Local Lettings Plan in May.
	

	
	
	

	27.10
	Calor Prize Money-Community suggestions: A list had been compiled but Councillors felt that it would be difficult to make balanced judgements without costings. Clerk to ask those who submitted suggestions to explore this aspect. Decisions could be made at the Annual Parish Assembly on 13th May.  
	Clerk



	
	
	

	28.10
	Definitive Map Review: John Wurr had arranged a public meeting in the Reading Room on 11th March. He would report to the Council Meeting on 18th March.
	

	
	
	

	29.10
	Parish Paths Scheme (P3): Cllr Alloway reported that additional information still awaited from Ros Davies at County Hall. Agreed to defer until this information was available.
	

	
	
	

	30.10
	Playing Field Development: The Clerk outlined the results of his enquiries with DAPC regarding the VAT position. Provided that there was a clear audit trail then the Parish Council could reclaim the VAT from HMRC. Cllr Alloway confirmed that Playbuilder/SDCLAAG had agreed to make their grants payable to the Parish Council. New costings from Playdale still awaited so the SDCLAAG bid could not be re-profiled at this stage. Discussions were in hand with SHDC regarding ongoing insurance/maintenance of the new play equipment once installed.

The £2000.00 Locality Grant from Devon CC had also been applied for.  

Agreed that the £3000 from SHDC pledged under the Public Space Improvements grant should now be called in. 

The Clerk highlighted an anomaly that had arisen with regard to the insurance on the skateboard park. He would make further enquiries and report. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	31.10
	Local Government Review: Dealt with under ‘District Councillor’s Report’ below. 
	

	
	
	

	32.10
	Devon County Councillor’s Report: Cllr Mumford not present.  
	

	
	
	

	33.10
	South Hams District Councillor’s Report: Cllr Carson commented on the publication of the Government’s preferred option for a unitary authority for Exeter. This was against advice from financial advisors and the Boundary Committee.  Both Devon and Norfolk were now seeking a Judicial Review. The Conservatives had pledged to reverse this decision should there be a change of government after the General Election.

Cllr Carson also commented on the importance of shared services with West Devon Borough Council. A total of £824k had been made including £130k which had been saved against the Revenue & Benefits budget by SHDC biding against the outsourcing company. SHDC had raised the Council Tax by 2.95% which would make a difference of £3.86 per annum on a Band D property. This did not include Devon CC and the emergency services budgets.  
	

	
	
	

	34.10
	Reports:

1. Planning: East View Cottage (29/2148/09/F) Application for first floor extension, internal refurbishment & extension to detached garden house-Refused.

2. Playing Field: Discussed under Minute 30.10 above.

3. Allotments:  The Clerk confirmed that all tenancy agreements had been sent for renewal. Cllr Uttley had asked to be placed on the allotment waiting list . Agreed that this was not a conflict of interest but should be declared at each meeting as a matter of course.

4. Reading Room:  Discussed under Minute 25.10 above.

5. Street Furniture: Nothing to report. 

6. Footpaths: Discussed under Minute 29.10 above.

7. Neighbourhood Watch: Nothing to report.

8. Tree Wardens: Nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	35.10
	Annual Parish Assembly: Date confirmed as 13th May, 7.30pm in the Reading Room. Clerk to make the arrangements. Agreed to use the Chairman’s allowance towards refreshments.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	36.10
	Date of next Meeting: Thursday 18th March at 1930hrs in the Reading Room.
	

	
	
	

	37.10
	Closure of Meeting: 2146hrs.
	

	
	
	


David Hansford, Parish Clerk

Tel: 01548 853363 . E-mail: kingstonclerk@tiscali.co.uk

