August 17th 2009
Playbus is visiting Kingston Reading Room every Monday morning (except Bank Holiday) for all children under school-age and their parents. This is a very inclusive experience and it’s great to see all the young children from Kingston and nearby socialising together and making the most of the facilities provided by Playbus.

Earlier in the holidays, Bryony Milden, 15, entertained the 4 to 12 year-olds for a morning workshop in the Reading Room. Overseen by Karen Freeman, the event included face-painting and making footballs from re-cycled materials. It was well-attended, making £60 for charity and counting as part of Bryony’s GCSE project at Ivybridge Community College.

We were exceptionally lucky with fine weather over the last two weekends, when the “Kingston Festival of Cricket ‘09” was held in the Sandersons’ field. This proved to be especially popular, as always, attracting up to a hundred spectators for this 3-day event. 
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On the first day, the Dolphin team, headed by captain Geoff Smith, played an exciting game against the Sea Bats, captained by Richard Sanderson. Billy Mears opened for the Sea Bats, scoring a respectable 17. The highest scorer was Adrian Lewis, affectionately known as Taff, with 25. At one stage, the score stood at 85 for 5, collapsing a little with a final score of 102 all-out. Honours for bowling went to Rocky, Richard Young, with 2 for 2. 

The Dolphin team, by contrast, had a disastrous opening with only 4 runs for 2 wickets. Fireman Andy Smith was their top scorer with 13 and the team was all-out for 91. And so the Sea Bats claimed a resounding victory.

A re-play the next day saw Taff repeat his excellence, retiring on 39 runs. This time the Dolphin team scored 60 runs for their 20 overs. The Sea Bats top scorers this time were Andy Smith and Fraser Sanderson, helping their team to a 7-wicket victory.
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These two days of play had meant that Kingston was well-placed to select their players and prepare for the local derby against Modbury, to be held on Sunday 16 August. Modbury won the toss, and like lambs to the slaughter, made the disastrous decision to put Kingston in to bat first. Taff yet again stormed out the runs, with 40 not-out, followed by other notable scores from Mike Jarvis and Sparky, Simon Ebsworth. Together they helped to steer Kingston to 116 for 5 off their 20 overs.

As Modbury took to the wickets, bowler Rocky, Richard Young, took their opening batsman “out for a duck” on the very first ball, following with a further wicket in the same over.

Despite a strong innings of 17 from Donald, Modbury never really recovered from their faltering start, with a result that Kingston won by a margin of 55 runs, the final scores being 116 to Kingston and Modbury 61 for 8 wickets.
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Richard and Alison Sanderson had prepared the pitch and provided the venue and food for this wonderful village occasion and they wished to convey their thanks to the many helpers who made it all possible, namely Geoff Smith and Jan Male from the Dolphin Inn who generously donated barrels of beer, Donald from Modbury Wine-merchants who provided all the wine, Barry and Annabel from Modbury’s Bistro 35 who helped to sponsor the event, Bob Musk and Mark Bolam who organised the BBQ and helped set up the marquees loaned by Lance Doswell and Nick Oatway. Alison was thanked for her careful scoring while her father, Brian Field along with John Wurr and Canon Rodney were thanked for their impeccable umpire services.

The first day was only marred by one admission to A&E – otherwise, just aching bones and [image: image4.jpg]


muscles for many participants!

John Connor was able to raise many smiles with his music during the Kingston v Modbury match. Much to the mirth of Kingston players and sadly to the irritation of the Modbury players, his tunes would ring across the village – “Another one bites the Dust” as the poor Modbury players left the stumps, and in contrast, “We are the champions” as each new player came on for Kingston. No need to ask where he is a new and valued member of the community!

“The Kingston Festival of cricket has proved to be a fantastically successful event,” says Richard Sanderson, “so we are setting up a committee and it is to become an annual event in the Kingston calendar. We have raised £600 through this 3-day event and we are looking forward to presenting a cheque to the Reading Room Management Committee very soon. Thanks to everyone involved in this fun sporting event!”

He finished by telling me that his firm, Hardy of Alnwick, is to commission a special trophy for this event in 2010 and subsequent years, specially for the Kingston v Modbury game. What is it to be called? Why, “The LASHES!” of course!

