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 There has been a visitor in the village this last week. Long distance walker, Seb Green, has been staying with Mike and Isobel Torrens, keen ramblers who live at Wiscombe. They had first met Seb in Scotland last Summer, at the foot of Ben Nevis – an earlier part of his 3,000 mile hike, and had been most impressed by his attitude. You may remember Seb from the national news some four years ago. He and a friend had stolen a boat from Weymouth harbour and caused a great deal of anxiety and expense as the Dorset rescue sevices searched for them. Wishing to make amends, Seb is now walking the coasts of Britain with his 3 year old Border collie, Flash, hoping to raise £20,000 for two Westcountry charities – the Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance and Starlight Children’s Foundation. Perhaps you will see him on your travels, but he hopes to be home in Dorset again in time for Christmas.

  There are still many seasonal festivities to look forward to this month in Kingston. Tomorrow is the start of the Christmas Tree Festival in St. James the Less church. All our societies and clubs will be represented in a myriad of lights, glitter and decorations and there has been great activity, secrecy and excitement all around the village. If you visit this weekend, you will also find Christmas stalls in operation, along with seasonal refreshments available. This is a new venture in the village and it looks set to be a great success.

  There will also be carol singing around the village on the evening of Tuesday 23 December, meeting at the Fire station at 6.30.p.m, collecting for the National Children’s Homes.

  The singers will be welcomed at the Dolphin Inn on this occasion and also for anyone who wants to join in the Christmas Eve sing-along with the talented Irina. The annual raffle is now underway at the Dolphin. If you haven’t yet got your tickets, then do call in and see Jan, Geoff and staff before the grand draw on 20 December.

  Services in the church will be 6.00 p.m. this Sunday for the special Christmas Tree service and also Carols by candlelight on Sunday 21 December at 4.00. p.m. incorporating carols and take-part Nativity, and finally, 11.00 p.m. on Christmas Eve for the Midnight Communion with carols.

  The village Christmas card has been even more successful than ever, raising £315 for the reading room.

  There will be a celebration Christmas Party for all in the reading room tomorrow night at 7.00 p.m, with music and dancing to follow a 2 course meal and with a special guest appearance. Details from Ally Gates on 01548 810394. Don’t miss the fun!

  Sadly, there have been a number of thefts and incidents of vandalism in the village which have hitherto gone unreported. Now the police are involved and urge everyone to do their duty and report anything suspicious. If you have any information at all, then do ring P.C. Steve Mutton, the officer on the case, on 01452 777444, e-mail    steve.mutton@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk  or alternatively ring Crimestoppers free and confidentially on 0800 555111.

  Last week there was a public meeting run by the Energy Savings Trust. Informative talks were given, showing everyone how to cut their household energy consumption and fuel bills, grants available and even how to run their cars more cost-effectively. Duly enlightened, everyone went home happy with an early Christmas present – a box of the new generation of low-energy light bulbs! That should cut the cost of Christmas and balance out the illuminations in the church!
