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6 April 2009
Last week the red-letter day for Kingston arrived – along with the judges for the “CALOR Village of the Year” competition. This was the second stage of the competition, including all other county winners for the West of England. It is very much judged on the aspect of community – what happens for all age-groups in terms of social events, clubs, whole village events, local businesses, housing, services and sustainability.  There was a good turn-out of supporters, even though it was a Monday afternoon, and Judy Alloway led a concise and impressive power-point presentation in the Reading Room. She was ably assisted by various members of the community, representing the Parish council, the Reading Room committee and other vital services within the village. A small group of children spoke briefly, expressing why Kingston is such a great place to grow up in, -- Jenny Grace, Emily and Alicia Langdon-Smith and Oliver Ringrose – giving a cross-section of ages.  Finally, our local M.P, Gary Streeter, added his glowing support before the judges were ushered around high-tech demonstrations from the History Society and a short film of the wonderful “Fun Day” last August.  The church was filled with many interesting displays from local clubs, associations and services, which were left for several days for all to enjoy. Just some of the many included the Art Club, Gardening Club and Bowls Club, Active Kingston and the skate-park, Carers Direct, the National Trust from Scobbiscombe Farm, Footpaths and Women who Walk, and Kingston Young People’s Association. Also represented were the Produce Show, the History Society and the all-important Fire Service. A tremendous amount of effort went into all of these displays and presentations and it would be unfair to mention a few as it was very much a team effort on behalf of the community.  The judges were whisked away on a whistle-stop tour of the village, including the Fire Station, allotments and playing fields with future plans for Active Kingston.  Final questions were answered and farewells were said at the Dolphin Inn – another social gathering place in the community.

What impressions did the judges take away with them? We will just have to wait and see!

It has been a very mixed year for Kingston Short Mat Bowls Club, as captain Graham Phillips tells in his end of season report…” Not a good season for Kingston and in many ways a very tragic one. It is with great sadness that I must report the loss of three of our longstanding and valued team members. They will be sorely missed, both personally and as club members.    As a newly promoted team to Division 1, we did not relish the prospect of relegation back to Division 2. I must therefore congratulate our squad, some of whom are very inexperienced, others new players to the game, for their valiant efforts in enabling us to secure 5th place and stay in Division 1. Well done to you all, I am sure that our sadly departed friends would have been proud of you.”    Kingston are recruiting new members, so anyone wishing to join in the fun will be made most welcome. You can contact Graham Phillips on 01548 810054.

Please do collect any Tesco tokens and donate them to Modbury Pre-school so that the youngsters in our community can benefit. Karen Freeman of Yellands Park will be pleased to receive them from you, as will any of the local schools.

This Easter St James the Less church will be bedecked with lilies. Following the long period of Lent, with no flowers, the church should be a treat to the senses, telling us that Spring is now here. This year, to include as many people as possible, parishioners have been invited to make a donation towards lilies in memory of a loved one. There is still time to do so if you wish to be included – contact either myself or Jeanne Curtis, church warden. There will be an evening service on Easter day at 6p.m. when Evening Prayer will be celebrated.

Finally, don’t miss the Easter Bazaar, to be held tomorrow in the Reading Room, from 2—4 p.m. There will be lots of stalls and Spring in the air with a parade of Easter bonnets with prizes for everyone (of any age!), followed by an Easter egg hunt. What more could you wish for as Easter weekend entertainment? 

