5th January 2009
The New Year arrived with a bang in Kingston. There were celebrations at the Dolphin Inn and a party at the reading room. Meanwhile, the bell-ringers dutifully rang in the New Year and fireworks from Burgh Island appeared over the horizon.
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Anne Scarratt from Robin’s Close is well known as a retired architect who has designed many houses in the village, including my own. It is less known, however, that she is a talented artist in her own right. She has developed these very different skills during her retirement of the last few years and has moulded her own style, using many media, but particularly oil-sticks (her favourite), giving strong colours and an ability to mix on the canvas. “It has taken me a long time to free up,” she declares, showing me an almost Impressionistic picture. She also adores working outside in all weathers.

She has recently enjoyed success, staging an exhibition at the Spring Gallery, Falmouth, with nine other artists from across Devon and Cornwall. The group, inspired by Claire Smith from Okehampton, meet on a regular basis to sketch and paint together outdoors in the landscape. Entitled “Shared Places”, the exhibition included paintings produced from their visits to the Pyrenees and Normandy and also favourite places in Devon and Cornwall – Dartmoor and the coastline featuring strongly.

“Colours, textures and patterns are what I seek in a landscape,” says Anne of her exhibits. Full of enthusiasm for the exhibition and her fellow artists with their diverse skills, styles and variety of media, she admits, “This has all been a tremendous learning curve – just incredible!”

Pictured here in her studio in her garden, Anne is working on her latest work of art – the “Maidens” standing stones in Cornwall. No doubt she is painting a bright future for herself in 2009.

The National Trust at Scobbiscombe Farm are looking for someone with good administrative skills to give about a day a week to deal with paperwork, e-mails etc. This is not taxing work, but very necessary to keep the organization running smoothly. If you have the time and the skills, please contact Lawrence Weston at lawrence.weston@nationaltrust.org.uk  or telephone 01548 810197. Very few staff are covering a large area and they are keen to promote their good work in the countryside.

Whilst out riding last week, I came across a group of farm-workers busy planting new hedges the full length of Renton Lane, running from Marwell Cross to South Langston and beyond. “We’ve got 15,000 to plant,” I was duly told. No doubt they are still out there planting! More haven for wildlife – flora and fauna – has got to be good news for the South Hams.

The History society was able to celebrate in style. They held their Christmas social evening in the reading room, enjoying wine and festive food provided by the committee, creating a convivial atmosphere for the “curio” session to begin. Members and guests brought along items of interest for everyone to guess their use and origin – ranging from a miner’s lamp, a Victorian police rattle, family boxing medals and trophies, badges and coins, to personal items with a poignant wartime connection. Viv Freeman rounded off the evening by sharing his collection of fascinating old farmyard tools from “back-along” in Kingston.

Shaun Easton was the lucky winner of the pub draw top prize of £400, with many other exciting prizes. Everyone smiled as he had not actually bought the winning ticket for himself! Other roars of laughter followed as the chef, Gareth Jones, won the George Foreman luxury grill and well-known local, George Richardson walked away with the pedicure package – no doubt it will speed him on his way to his favourite local!

The Christmas Tree Festival has been a huge success in the community. St. James the Less church looked resplendent, bedecked with over a dozen trees of various sizes. A well-received tree was the “Prayer Tree,” where visitors could write their special messages for departed loved ones or those ill or in need. The event boosted church funds considerably and ensured that the church has looked truly festive throughout the Christmas period and into Epiphany.

For New Year’s Eve you can choose between an informal meal at the Dolphin Inn, or an all-inclusive party in the reading room. The bell-ringers, pictured here, will be ringing in the New Year in their usual style, heralding the start of 2009.

There has been a visitor in the village this last week. Long distance walker, Seb Green, has been staying with Mike and Isobel Torrens, keen ramblers who live at Wiscombe. They had first met Seb in Scotland last Summer, at the foot of Ben Nevis – an earlier part of his 3,000 mile hike, and had been most impressed by his attitude. You may remember Seb from the national news some four years ago. He and a friend had stolen a boat from Weymouth harbour and caused a great deal of anxiety and expense as the Dorset rescue sevices searched for them. Wishing to make amends, Seb is now walking the coasts of Britain with his 3 year old Border collie, Flash, hoping to raise £20,000 for two Westcountry charities – the Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance and Starlight Children’s Foundation. Perhaps you will see him on your travels, but he hopes to be home in Dorset again in time for Christmas.

There are still many seasonal festivities to look forward to this month in Kingston. Tomorrow is the start of the Christmas Tree Festival in St. James the Less church. All our societies and clubs will be represented in a myriad of lights, glitter and decorations and there has been great activity, secrecy and excitement all around the village. If you visit this weekend, you will also find Christmas stalls in operation, along with seasonal refreshments available. This is a new venture in the village and it looks set to be a great success.

There will also be carol singing around the village on the evening of Tuesday 23 December, meeting at the Fire station at 6.30.p.m, collecting for the National Children’s Homes.

The singers will be welcomed at the Dolphin Inn on this occasion and also for anyone who wants to join in the Christmas Eve sing-along with the talented Irina. The annual raffle is now underway at the Dolphin. If you haven’t yet got your tickets, then do call in and see Jan, Geoff and staff before the grand draw on 20 December.

Services in the church will be 6.00 p.m. this Sunday for the special Christmas Tree service and also Carols by candlelight on Sunday 21 December at 4.00. p.m. incorporating carols and take-part Nativity, and finally, 11.00 p.m. on Christmas Eve for the Midnight Communion with carols.

The village Christmas card has been even more successful than ever, raising £315 for the reading room.

There will be a celebration Christmas Party for all in the reading room tomorrow night at 7.00 p.m, with music and dancing to follow a 2 course meal and with a special guest appearance. Details from Ally Gates on 01548 810394. Don’t miss the fun!

Sadly, there have been a number of thefts and incidents of vandalism in the village which have hitherto gone unreported. Now the police are involved and urge everyone to do their duty and report anything suspicious. If you have any information at all, then do ring P.C. Steve Mutton, the officer on the case, on 01452 777444, e-mail    steve.mutton@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk  or alternatively ring Crimestoppers free and confidentially on 0800 555111.

Last week there was a public meeting run by the Energy Savings Trust. Informative talks were given, showing everyone how to cut their household energy consumption and fuel bills, grants available and even how to run their cars more cost-effectively. Duly enlightened, everyone went home happy with an early Christmas present – a box of the new generation of low-energy light bulbs! That should cut the cost of Christmas and balance out the illuminations in the church!

