4th August 2008 FUN DAY

Yet again, Kingston has excelled itself, having quite literally a wonderful FUN DAY last [image: image1.jpg]


Saturday. Marquees and gazebos were erected on the playing-fields, bunting was up, the fire-engines, (old and new) were on display (Merv  Freeman, Fire Captain, below) and bales of straw surrounded the areas for the pet show and main arena. There was an air of excitement and anticipation as almost one thousand visitors flocked to the top end of the village – present day villagers, with family and friends and visitors who had previously lived in the village, along with holidaymakers. 
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The Fun Day was officially opened by Kingston’s own “Royalty for the day” (left), the King being Oliver Ringrose, the Queen Jessica Wade, with prince and princess Adam and Rebecca Jarvis, brother and sister . The ribbon was hastily cut and the fun commenced!
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The Playbus was in attendance from Kingsbridge for the pleasure of the under fives. The greasy pole and the bouncy castle were hot favourites with the children, as were the wooden racing horses! 

Everyone enjoyed the fun races. Cream teas were served by members of the gardening club while the Grand Draw (Hula Girl ticket sellers, Helen Brown (l) and Jean Moore (r), shown at right with Mark Harding, Fun Day Co-ordinator), with superb prizes, strove to raise a record amount for the Reading Room funds.

The beer tent and hog-roast provided alternative refreshments for everyone’s enjoyment. The magician wove his way through the crowds to surprise and unexpected delight. The pet show was a real crowd-puller with all imaginable fluffy pets – and the dog-agility display was breath-taking. We seem to be blessed with several high-fliers in that field.
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Meanwhile, the village stocks had a queue of people – young and old – waiting to throw wet sponges at village personalities, such as Brian Alloway (below).
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Later in the day there was excited rivalry as Kingstonians pitted their strength against neighbouring Ringmore in the Tug 'o' War. It didn’t seem to matter that the neighbours won on this occasion!
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The whole event was rounded off by a line-up of local bands, singers and musicians performing in the beer-tent, providing unforgettable entertainment late into the night.

Organizer, Mark Harding, said afterwards, “The Fun Day went fantastically well with the whole village pulling together to make it a day to remember!".

 

 

 

 

 

 

