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Our village was well represented at the Exeter Race for Life event recently, where hundreds of runners took part in order to raise awareness and funds for Cancer research. Sally Grace ran with her 12-year-old daughter, Jenny, Tania Davies ran with her 11 year-old daughter, Lucie, and Shioya Walters ran with all three of her daughters, Rebecca, Hannah and Zoe, raising well over £200. ”It was very touching,” Shioya told me, “as everyone was given their number to wear on the front, and on the back they could pin a card saying exactly who they were running for, making it very personal. All our families were there in force giving us tremendous support and cheering us on. It was an extremely hot day, but all very memorable.”
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Matthew Brown has excelled himself in the Bigbury Fun Run again this year. Again, the event was run in blistering heat on a now longer course, starting at St Ann’s Chapel and taking in Bigbury church, village, Bigbury-on-sea, Challaborough and Ringmore before returning to St Ann’s Chapel. Matthew, now 22, came third overall and managed to take home the “Fastest Local” Cup for the fifth year running. 130 runners took part in this year’s race, raising a total of £1,900 for various local charities. I couldn’t help but smile when a couple of local lads came up to Matt after the event and said they couldn’t wait for the day when he decided not to run this much-contested local race! The awards ceremony was held a month later in the garden of the of the Royal Oak, in beautiful sunshine yet again 

You may have seen and heard helicopters flying off the nearby coast, above Beacon point, where German film-crews have been busy filming an episode of a Rosamund Pilcher series. Three days of filming has been hosted by the National Trust at Scobbiscombe Farm for this German production. Rosamund Pilcher’s novels were set in Cornwall and possibly her best-known is “The Shell Seekers”.

Everyone is hoping for fine weather tomorrow for Kingston Fair day. It will be set in the Dolphin Inn car park by kind permission of Jan Male and Geoff Smith, with supporting activities close-by, like cream teas in the Reading Room and a display by the History Society in the church.

Stalls will include all the usual – a plant stall run by the Gardening Club, Gret’s home-produce and White Elephant stall (can you imagine white elephants marauding through Kingston?), as well as bric-a-brac, books etc. Youngsters will be raising money for Cancer Research and Emily Langdon-Smith will be raising funds for the Scouting Jamboree 2011. There will be lots of fun and games stalls too.

There will be something there for everyone and music will be courtesy of Mike O’Rourke with his gentle vocals and keyboard.The Grand Draw boasts a first prize of £200, and also a £100 voucher from helpful Holidays as well as other superb prizes.

The opening ceremony takes place at with the arrival of the King and Queen of Kingston for the day – so don’t miss out, it’s sure to be a good event.
