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There was a big party at Cobblestones recently, celebrating the joint 90th birthdays of Ralph Atkinson and Wendy Smith. Friends, neighbours from Home Farm Close and family joined together to wish both of them well and it turned into an international event as Wendy’s Australian niece and Ruth Curtis’ daughter from Canada arrived to join in the celebrations.

”It was a wonderful occasion,” said Gret, Ralph’s wife, who was very grateful to the family for taking on all of the organisation.

“Hidden Kingston” was a walk and talk led by Robert Waterhouse, (son of Gordon, formerly Head teacher at Modbury school) on behalf of the AoNB organisation. An archaeologist, he was able to take everyone right back in time to that of the Drovers, driving sheep from the moors to the markets. He was able to illuminate features and facts both inside and outside the church, hitherto un-noticed.

Kingston Local History Society enjoyed a visit to Dartmoor Prison last week, thanks to the organisational skills of Margaret Cocks. The weather was kind and there was a tour of the museum led by the extremely interesting curator, followed by a meeting with the Governor, a walk around the walls and a viewing of both war memorials – to the Americans and the French prisoners of war.

Jenny Stanley remarked, ”It was an excellent, informative visit and they even let us out again!”

Women who run their own businesses or are thinking of doing so are invited to attend the meeting, “Women Do Business” in the reading room next Thursday from 7 to 9 p.m.

On Sunday 13 June there will be the Farm Open Day at Scobbiscombe. This is always very interesting and well worth attending as there is always something new happening. If you go along from 11a.m. to   2 p.m. you will be able to find out about the work of the National Trust on the farm and in this area and also meet the resident farmer, Wilf Walters.

