29th December 2009 

It’s all been happening down at the Dolphin Inn in Kingston. The bell-ringers enjoyed a hearty supper, 29 of them in all. Also, there was an evening of light musical entertainment from Mike O’Rourke with his vocals and keyboard – he had kindly stepped in at very short notice when the lady booked had been “iced off” with the terrible road conditions.

The Ukulele band from Holbeton did not have such difficulties, however. They merely rowed across the River Erme in both directions. Landlord, Geoff Smith and landlady, Jan Male said, ”We had a hilarious evening of fun and entertainment and we look forward to their return in the New Year!”

The main prize of £400 in the Grand Draw at the Dolphin Inn was won by Keith and Linda Campbell from Middle Gabberwell Cottage.

For New Year’s Eve, Billy Mears and his local rock band, “L B and the Vaders”, will be bringing in the New Year at the Dolphin Inn. There will also be a special “do” for Viv Freeman with “Hogwash” playing and there are several fixtures for the Dolphin Darts Team [image: image1.jpg]W



set up for January.

The village Christmas Card has again been a great success, raising £337.00 for the Reading Room. Much hard work has gone on behind the scenes from Gret Atkinson while printing and village delivery was up to John and Judy Wurr.

Again, Gret was responsible for organising the Christmas Hamper Draw for the splendid Christmas market. She raised £87.25, again for the Reading Room funds, and wishes to thank the Walters family from Scobbiscombe Farm who kindly donated the turkey and the Pollard family from Park View who kindly donated the gammon and sausages, not forgetting everyone else who gave items and their time to help. The hamper was won by John McLaughlin, partner of Janet Farrage.(The couple lived in the village at Westentown for several years and now still [image: image2.jpg]


keep in contact).

The special Christmas market had a wonderful atmosphere with villagers meeting up, free mulled wine and mince pies and everyone in a jolly mood.

It has been a musical time in Kingston. The carol-singers, organised by John Wurr, raised £128.00 for Action for Children, in just one evening.

The church was graced with a choir for the Carol Service, organised by Jeanne Curtis. It was wonderful to see the choir-stalls full and to have a special choir to lead the singing while Irina played the organ. There were hurricane lamps and candles as well as an outdoor Christmas tree to welcome worshippers to church on that starry evening, and the church had been bedecked
with Christmas flowers by many talented helpers, creating a lovely atmosphere.

Michael Wilkinson led the service and villagers read the eight lessons, aptly hand-picked. One could not help but smile when landlord, Geoff Smith, read from the famous passage, “…and they laid him in a manager because there was no room at the inn.”

 

