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Wendy Smith, Gret Atkinson and Jo Irving from the BBC
It recently fell upon me to entertain Jo Irving, a journalist from BBC Radio Devon for a morning, along with her partner and photographer, Bryson Hendry. She was writing a piece about Kingston being the Calor Devon Village of the Year for their website .Having introduced her to various locals, including Gret and Ralph Atkinson, founders of the Tuesday morning market, we enjoyed a tour of the village, taking in the playing fields (focus of the Active Kingston fundraising), the allotments and our unique fire station where Andy Smith was ready to show our visitors the special 4-wheel-drive vehicle.
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Morning Market attenders enjoy a chat
As Ally Gates left us, she shouted “See you tonight!” “Oh, yes,” I said, “How very Kingston.” A 25th wedding anniversary party had been arranged for Kim Watkins. Unfortunately, the “groom”, Bryan, was away at sea for months. Of course, that doesn’t stop the Kingston ladies from enjoying themselves!

A secret party in the reading room was laid on for Kim (and Bryan’s “stand-in” who looked rather like Guy Fawkes, spoke little and drank nothing). Even a special surprise outfit had been hand-crafted for Kim. A true girly party, the only males were those who stormed the building unexpectedly and, of course, Viv Freeman who arrived with telegrams and suitable ditties for the amusement of all. The happy couple can look forward to the gift of a special stay at the Burgh Island Hotel – when the missing half returns from sea! 

The same week, the gardening club enjoyed a guided tour of the South Devon Chilli Farm at Wigford Cross, near Loddiswell. This was an “away fixture,” following Jason Nickels’ visit here last November to give a talk. Again, he shared specialist knowledge of the many varieties of plants, offering a very warm welcome, a tour of the poly tunnels and then back to the farm shop for necessary purchases.

It may be South Devon Walking Fest Week, but Kingston’s Women who Walk have enjoyed  wonderful weather for their extended circular 8 mile hike around Widecombe in the Moor. Organised by Sally Denham, only a handful took part took part and it included steep climbs, but it was well worth the effort as they were rewarded with stunning views from Hamel Down and Honeybag Tor.

The year is moving on, so don’t miss forthcoming events such as Harvest Festival and lunch on Sunday 12 October at 12.15 p.m. and the meeting at the church on Tuesday 14 October at    7 p.m. to plan a new event – a Christmas Tree Festival for December – calling all clubs and societies to take part.

Have you been down to the Erme estuary at Wonwell Beach lately? If not, it’s a must. On the beautiful Indian Summer mornings, as early mists give way to warm sunshine, skeins of wild Canada Geese , as many as forty at a time, come flying down overhead, so close that you can hear the beat of their wings as well as their honking calls. It is a seasonal treat not to be missed, especially after such a poor summer. One wonders where they have come from and where they are going, and one can only stand and stare at the sheer beauty of our nearby coastline.
