29 August 2008  Kingston is the best small village in Devon!          
Congratulations, Kingston! Our “Olympic” effort has resulted in GOLD! It’s official – Kingston is the best small village in Devon! The news came through this week that we had been chosen from the final shortlist of six to become the CALOR village of the Year winner for Devon.

Again, this award is not for the prettiest or best-kept village, but for the most vibrant and pleasant place to live, with strong community spirit and giving fulfilment to all age-groups in its’ small population. Small it is at 370, including almost 100 children.

Parish councillor Judy Alloway said, “This is the first time we have ever entered anything like this and we didn’t know how it would all turn out. We innocently filled in a questionnaire from the Community Council of Devon. This was done by Parish Clerk, Judy Wurr. And just look where it got us!”

Kingston will now be put forward to the regional competition in Spring ’09, with the possibility of the national final next Summer.

When the news came through that we were in the final six for Devon, there was a flurry of activity throughout the village as we were given less than a week to prepare to meet the judges! Everyone had already just been heavily involved in the Fun Day and was feeling tired and yet had to start preparations without stopping for breath!

A large group of keen villagers, led by Judy Alloway, Jean Moore and Judy Wurr (with her foot in plaster by this time!), got together to arrange a full programme for the judges’ visit.

They were warmly welcomed by Eve White, Chair of the Parish Council, on a rainy and misty morning at the usual Tuesday morning market. This was “humming” with activity and Don Lugger arrived right on cue with armfuls of produce from his garden plot.

The judges then moved on to the church, St James the Less, about which they were most complimentary. There was a wide-ranging display of the many activities, clubs and associations that are active in Kingston. There was an oral presentation, giving the judges information about innovations; preparation and implementation of the Parish Plan; employment and business directory; communications including our excellent free Parish Newsletter; transport; footpaths and other services; with time for questions and answers. 
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They were then treated to a rather damp tour of the village. Firstly, it was up to the allotments, which are in productive use at present (with a waiting list) and then on to the playing fields above. Ally Gates discussed the new developments for extensive children’s play-areas and the fund-raising for “Active Kingston” and they then gazed through the descending mist to the new skate park.

The new bus-shelter in the village centre was duly admired. As well as being used for school buses and the once-weekly service to Plymouth, this shelter will double as protection in a favourite gathering place for Kingston’s youth. Constructed by R Gates Carpentry – father Richard and sons Mark and Phil, the judges saw it as an excellent example of high-level craftsmanship on tap in the village community.

Next door was the active Fire Station and a brief talk was given by Andy Smith about our unique service.

The village website (kingstonparishcouncil.co.uk) was accessed at the Dolphin Inn, with a myriad of information, (including my latest articles produced for the Gazette with colour photos under “Diary Entries”).

Ploughman’s lunches (and puddings) were served by Kingston Young People’s Association to the Over 60’s and the judges, giving a real feel of community spanning the generations.

At the end of their four-hour visit, the interest of the judges wasn’t at all dampened by the weather.

No-one was aware, but the judges were obviously impressed, and summed up their visit in their ensuing letter by saying, “It was a pleasure to visit this small village as there was so much going on with lots of enthusiasm….. Kingston is a very good example of what can be done within a small village by a large group of determined villagers.”

