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 As usual, the end of July has brought a host of activity into the village life of Kingston.

The barbeque at the Old Forge, by kind invitation of June and Michael Wilkinson was a great success. The sun shone for a beautiful evening, following a week of rain and rough winds. Guests enjoyed good, locally- produced meat with all the trimmings, served by a brave quartet of chefs, live music from the Two Johns and the beautiful setting of the garden. Gret Atkinson boosted funds with her raffle. The marquee, purchased from the of the Calor Village of the Year Award prize money made its debut appearance. Over £700 was made for the disabled access at the church and the organisers wish to thank everyone who helped with all their hard work.

The next day it was Cream Teas at Walkespool, home of Sally and Chris Denham. Again, it was an idyllic setting with pools and beautiful gardens. Hundreds of cream teas were served, making a whopping £500 towards Active Kingston and the re-development of the playing-field area. This included 2 very generous donations from individuals.

Fun and games were had by all, not just children wielding eggs, spoons and sacks, but also by helpers putting up gazebos and finding instructions afterwards and especially by the waiter and waitress service where someone was seen to toss a cream-covered scone directly into a customer’s cup of tea!

Again, all the many helpers were thanked by the organisers, everyone making it a successful day. Particular thanks goes to all the supporting villagers and the passing walkers who indulged in home-made cakes and lengthy tea-drinking. Apparently the Mallards eventually returned to the ponds after the last visitors had left.

The History Society has been out and about, enjoying a fascinating visit to the newly-refurbished Greenway House on the River Dart.

The Art Group has finished its summer session with lunch at Riverford, followed by a visit to High Cross House in Dartington where an exhibition of early 20th century painters has been staged. They will be resuming their regular fortnightly meetings on Wednesday 8th September and as always, welcome new members.

Members took a very active part in this year’s Produce Show, held last Saturday, staging their own exhibition as part of the show. Prizes were won by Carole Walters, Margaret [image: image1.jpg]


Joiner, Barbara Mitchell, Caroline Thomas, Andy Nutting and Jinny McCabe.

There was a huge variety of subject matter and use of media and it was a creditable display of local artists’ work. John Marshall and local celebrity artist, John Ashton, judged the work with some difficulty due to the high standards, and the special prize in the adult section was awarded to Carole Walters.

The Produce Show was a great success, with lots of entries in every category. It is always good to see so many entries in the children’s section and such a high standard. Morgan Chope needs a special mention, having won 3 major prizes including Best in Show children’s entry, the Toby memorial cup and the special young Artist’s prize.

It was also good to see many new people entering and winning cups too. Mary Triggs took the Cookery Cup while Preserves went to Kathryn Pinkerton. Two cups, Fruit & Veg and also the Flower Cup went to her daughter, Ruth Westwood. The Craft section was won by Anita Ellis, and Roy Pryor took the cup for Photography.

In the Young Persons’ section, prizes were won by Olivia Johnson (under 8 years), Morgan Chope (8-11), and Zoe Walters (12-16).

Dick Bond worked his usual magic, having a superb catalogue of winners and certificates all printed in a very quick turn-around time.

Anita Ellis, Chair of the Organising Committee, particularly wishes to thank all those who helped in any way, the organising team, the judges, the stewards and of course, all those who entered and attended.

“It was such a great day,” she said, “With the raffle and such generous donations we were able to cover our costs I must mention the tremendous achievements of young Morgan Chope and of course, we all had a smile when the wonderful 2 metre-long Lego model ship arrived in the hands of Clive Irving. It was amazing and was awarded a first prize, even though it caused a few headaches with the challenging logistics of just where to stage it!”

Now we have an even busier month to look forward to, as with August comes the annual Kingston Fair and the renowned village cricket match with another battle against the Modbury Mavericks. Watch this space!

    


 

