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   Last week twenty members of Kingston Gardening Club enjoyed their annual lunch at the California Country Inn. This club has now been going for about ten years and members meet on a monthly basis, enjoying gardens of their own, gardening knowledge and visiting gardens of Devon and Cornwall. We were delighted to hear that this venue had recently won accolades from Devon Life for its fine food and also its chef. However, we were not surprised – we received [image: image2.jpg]


excellent service.

Last Sunday saw a wonderful family service at St James the Less, Kingston. Following the retirement of our resident minister for the joint parishes of Kingston, Ringmore and Bigbury, everyone has rallied around and made great efforts to make sure that services continue as normal as far as possible.

This service was led by Jennie Stanley, with a sermon by Michael Wilkinson, with readings and prayers by local families, including many children. There were almost 40 in the congregation, and Jennie said, ”It was lovely to see so many there and it was a particularly welcome sight to see so many youngsters there and taking part.” Prayers included thoughts for those in Haiti and refreshments were served at the end of the service.

We are again into the quiz season and the first round of the Inter Parish Quiz will take place at home for the Kingston team on Thursday 11 February at 8 p.m. in the Reading Room. They will be meeting South Brent and are hoping to equal or even better their successful performances of the last few years. Team Manager, Jenny Ebsworth told me,” Everyone in the village is welcome to come and see Kingston win…. Yeah!” Let’s just hope this isn’t tempting fate --- but do go along, your support will be greatly valued.

The weather has been much kinder lately, not to say quite Spring-like, and on my travels I have met many people out hiking and enjoying the countryside and fine views. Last weekend I stood close to the lone pine and marvelled at the sight, my breath quite taken away. With blue sky and sunshine overhead, below me the early morning mist swirled above the River Erme, while the tops of the trees and hills peeped out, just emerging from the mist. It looked like the scene from an ancient Chinese work of art, and all the time it was changing as the mist receded – simply stunning.

Kingston is so well situated for walking as you can reach the sea in just half an hour’s walk, setting off in any of 3 directions – South, East or West. This means it is ideally situated for round walks. Ten footpaths are listed on the village website at www.kingstonparishcouncil.co.uk and it is possible to download information about circular walks and maps, prepared by Footpath Warden John Wurr, assisted by Mike Torrens. Simply go to the website and click on “Walking in Kingston” and then just go and get your boots out!

