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On Saturday 14th August many villagers gathered on the Sanderson field for the 8th annual village cricket match. Black clouds were gathering as the team photos were taken, but apart from a quick dash to the tent before play, most players and spectators kept dry for the ensuing afternoon. Spirits were high as “Taff’s Tarts” went in to the first innings, with “Geoff’s Spongers” fielding. Traditional cricket dress was optional, so there was a great variety of colour and styles on show – most notably a guest appearance from an Elvis look-alike (David Ebsworth in another life, now known affectionately by his family as Delvis). There was much friendly bantering as the match started, limited to 25 overs per game.

Play continued throughout the afternoon and there were players of all ages from the village, ranging from 13 to 69 years old.
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The final score was 152 for 5 wickets to Taff’s Tarts while Geoff’s Spongers scored 146 all out.
Thanks are due to the Sanderson family for the use of the field, to Richard’s wife, Alison for her impeccable scoring, and to the Dolphin Inn and Richard Sanderson for organising and sponsorship.

The Sunday brought brighter weather and the opposition arrived from Modbury for the 2nd annual Kingston Knights versus Modbury Mavericks cricket match, known to all as “The Lashes”! Players were piped by an honorary highland piper with bagpipes (otherwise known as Ben Turner) all the way from the Dolphin Inn to the Sanderson’s field in the prelude to the match. Who would be victorious this time?
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Again there was a limit of 25 overs per game with Canon Rodney Bomford opening the batting for Modbury. In the end, the Modbury Mavericks, under their captain, Chris Williamson, scored 90 all out in 21 overs, while Kingston Knights, under captain Adrian “Taff” Lewis, scored 92 for 4 wickets in 13 overs.
The final scores were not so important as the fact that everyone enjoyed a wonderful afternoon of sport and fun. John Connor supplied the music with his guitar and barbeque refreshments were served by Emily Langdon-Smith, Ben Crimp and other helpers, raising £480 towards their World Scout Jamboree, while a further £400 was raised for Kingston Reading Room.
In all, it was a wonderful weekend of cricket in the village, and one to be remembered for a long time to come.

