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  The National Trust at Scobbiscombe Farm are looking for someone with good administrative skills to give about a day a week to deal with paperwork, e-mails etc. This is not taxing work, but very necessary to keep the organization running smoothly. If you have the time and the skills, please contact Lawrence Weston at lawrence.weston@nationaltrust.org.uk  or telephone 01548 810197. Very few staff are covering a large area and they are keen to promote their good work in the countryside.

  Whilst out riding last week, I came across a group of farm-workers busy planting new hedges the full length of Renton Lane, running from Marwell Cross to South Langston and beyond. “We’ve got 15,000 to plant,” I was duly told. No doubt they are still out there planting! More haven for wildlife – flora and fauna – has got to be good news for the South Hams.

  The History society was able to celebrate in style. They held their Christmas social evening in the reading room, enjoying wine and festive food provided by the committee, creating a convivial atmosphere for the “curio” session to begin. Members and guests brought along items of interest for everyone to guess their use and origin – ranging from a miner’s lamp, a Victorian police rattle, family boxing medals and trophies, badges and coins, to personal items with a poignant wartime connection. Viv Freeman rounded off the evening by sharing his collection of fascinating old farmyard tools from “back-along” in Kingston.
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 Shaun Easton was the lucky winner of the pub draw top prize of £400, with many other exciting prizes. Everyone smiled as he had not actually bought the winning ticket for himself! Other roars of laughter followed as the chef, Gareth Jones, won the George Foreman luxury grill and well-known local, George Richardson walked away with the pedicure package – no doubt it will speed him on his way to his favourite local!

  The Christmas Tree Festival has been a huge success in the community. St. James the Less church looked resplendent, bedecked with over a dozen trees of various sizes. A well-received tree was the “Prayer Tree,” where visitors could write their special messages for departed loved ones or those ill or in need. The event boosted church funds considerably and ensured that the church has looked truly festive throughout the Christmas period and into Epiphany.

  For New Year’s Eve you can choose between an informal meal at the Dolphin Inn, or an all-inclusive party in the reading room. The bell-ringers, pictured here, will be ringing in the New Year in their usual style, heralding the start of 2009.

