22 August 2008 FUN DAY
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The Kingston Fun Day had been conceived for the whole village to have “fun”, of course. Indeed it did! Also, it proved to be a much-needed boost for the funds of the reading room. The Grand Draw alone raised almost £1,350, selling more tickets than ever before. Many people and organizations from the village had worked extremely hard to contribute to the day’s success.

There have been other fund-raising events. Tanya Davies of Long George had taken part in this Summer’s Fun Run to raise about £30 for Cancer Research.

Helen Brown, Hugh Stanley and Jean Moore selling Raffle Tickets
"Rachel’s Ramble” took place at the very end of July on what would have been Rachel Case’s thirty-first birthday. Sadly, she had died from Cystic Fibrosis in February this year. Gordon Case, Rachel’s widower, her sister, Karla, and parents Sally and Michael Pearson of Langston, had organized this wonderful event – a walk of between 7 and 8 miles from Kingston church right around the coastal path to Bigbury-on-Sea, where a ram-roast was served to everyone in celebration. This was provided by John Tucker at Folly Farm.

Special T-shirts had been printed and the sun shone gloriously throughout the day. Over 100 ramblers took part and a total of £1,520 was raised for the Cystic Fibrosis Research Trust.

In addition, a further £3,500 has been raised by local Young Farmers.

Earlier, a fun party and pub event was held by Jan Male, landlady of the Dolphin Inn, and later that same week, a well-attended quiz was held in the reading room, boosting the amount raised by a further £78 and £365 respectively for C.F. research based at Exeter. Organized by Wendy Easton and hosted by question-mistress Kayleigh Easton, everyone entered into the spirit of the evening and following the raffle at half-time, an impromptu “auction of promises” evolved – with items including a “hair-do”, a relaxing treatment and a ride for 4 on “Florence”, the veteran fire engine, to Bigbury-on-Sea to buy ice-creams!!

All of these events have greatly raised awareness of C.F. and its’ devastating effects on individuals and their families as well as the necessity for more organ donors.

The church bells have been busy ringing lately. There has been a string of weddings in Kingston church this Summer. In fact, in the Parish Newsletter recently, Rev. John Elliott had joked that the reading of the banns had taken as long as the singing of the first hymn! Most recent was the wedding of Emma Lewis to Richard Young. The disappointingly wet weather did not dampen everyone’s spirits, though, and a good time was had by all.
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Last week saw a flurry of activity as Kingston hurriedly prepared its’ presentation for the “Calor Devon Village of the Year” at short notice. We are in the final shortlist of six Not so much a competition for the prettiest or best-kept village, this is more about community spirit and being an inspiring, pleasant and fulfilling place to live. (This is much in Kingston’s favour!) The Parish Council and Reading Room Committee featured largely, but everyone rallied around to put on a wide-ranging display and oral presentation in the church, covering all aspects of life in our lovely village.

A tour of the village followed, taking in the allotments, playing-fields, skate park, new bus shelter and our own special fire station. Refreshments were served at the usual Tuesday morning market, followed by a ploughman’s lunch for the “Over 60’s” served by Kingston Young People’s Association.

All seemed to go like clockwork despite the grey, rainy day. As usual, everyone pulled together to excel themselves. Now we have only to await the outcome! (Stop Press:  We won!). 

