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Yes, the Beagles have been back to Scobbiscombe Farm. The Walters girls, Rebecca and twins Zoe and Hannah, have spent their summer holidays looking after the Beagle pups in their care. “Puppy walking” includes socialising the pups, teaching them their names and manners as well as plenty of exercising. From the Britannia Beagle Pack at Dartmouth, this year’s pups, all bitches, come with a PE prefix to their names – Pepper, Peacock and Petrel. Maybe you saw them last month at Kingston Fun Day? The girls remark that the young bitches are just as much of a handful as last year’s male counterparts – a real bundle of fun!

You may be aware that it is the season for the return of “Strictly Come dancing”. Well, Kingston has started its own trend. Karen Freeman organised the first Tea Dance which was held in the reading room last week. Classic dance music wafted from the windows whilst the ITV cameras rolled inside, soaking up the ambience of the social occasion. Over 20 attended, ages ranging from six months to 81 years – but it is hoped to improve on this number for the future as now everyone will know what it’s all about. No longer an enigma to the younger generation, we can all look forward to the upbeat tempos and a little light Tango-ing in Kingston!

Last week saw the funeral of Don Lugger, a much-loved villager. Kingston church was packed with family, friends and neighbours, all paying their last respects to a remarkable man. Born in London in 1931, Don had come to Kingston with his family at the age of eight to live in Bay Cottage. His parents ran the Dolphin Inn for 22 years. Following his career in mechanics in the RAF, he worked at Okenbury Farm for 18 years. In his lifetime, he has given of himself to the community of Kingston, serving in the Fire Service for 33 years and the Parish Council for over 20 years.

Known for his “green fingers”, there was nothing that Don couldn’t grow, and he walked away with the “Fruit and Veg” cup nearly every year at the local Produce Show – even this year, despite serious illness. A founder member of the Short Mat Bowls Club, he had gone on to set up and maintain an outdoor bowling green at the playing fields, and right up until last season had been a star player for Kingston in all the league matches. The retiring collection was for the Bell Tower fund – a fitting tribute as Don was himself a bell-ringer there for many years.

His unrivalled knowledge of Kingston families and individuals is now lost, but he will be remembered fondly by all who knew him.

The September meeting for the history society will take place next Thursday at 8 p.m. in the reading room. A talk will be given by Margaret Lorenz on Cookworthy Museum.
