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The annual Bluebell Walk at Scobbiscombe House was a great success. The weather was fine and the bluebells were up. Crowds of about a hundred came along, welcomed by hosts Carol and Robert Beard, enjoying a ploughman’s lunch after their jaunt out to the cliff-tops via the bluebell woods. £705 was made in donations for the Erme Valley Riding for the Disabled, based near Ivybridge .Teenagers Lorna Watkins and Bobbie Grace who live in Kingston and help out at the RDA centre were there, selling home-made cakes, with the help of Jenny Grace. This year’s organiser, Caroline Thomas, also associated with the group, said, “It was a great effort from everyone concerned – thanks to the many helpers of all ages and to Bob and Carol for making it possible. A good time was had by all, raising such a brilliant amount for such a worthy cause.”

Last Saturday there was another fundraising venture in Kingston, involving horses in a very different way – race night in the reading room. Organised by Ally Lockyer and helpers, the event raised funds for Active Kingston. The prize for the best-dressed Ascot hat was won by Alison Lewis. 
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  A new board has appeared outside the reading room, adjacent to the Parish Council notices. It shows “Kingston Walks”, and represents the culmination of this project, run by Mike Torrens and John Wurr. It clearly depicts various local circular walks of varying difficulty and maps are available at the Dolphin Inn and also the church and are even available in Braille upon request. They can also be downloaded from the Parish website on www.kingstonparishcouncil.co.uk and through a link from the AoNB (Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty) website. The pair have worked closely with the National Trust and Kingston Local History Society, and the board was produced and printed through Peter Bingham Advertising services in Modbury and mounted on the presentation board in Ermington by OTM, using funds from Awards for All, Big Lottery Fund.

Don’t forget that tomorrow at 2 p.m. in the reading room, there will be Anne White’s annual plant sale. There will be something there to tempt everyone – from beginners wanting Summer bedding and bits for tubs and baskets to the expert gardener looking for something a bit different. Yes, go along and get your tomato plants and tagates – they’ll be selling like hot cakes!

