16 February 2009 

Romance has been in the air in Kingston as the Dolphin Inn hosted a special Valentine’s evening last Saturday with John Connor, accompanied by friend Bob, in-house guests, singing with acoustics, giving an evening of varied music, from Irish to traditional and the sixties era. The event was well attended, with all tickets sold-out for the sumptuous cuisine that was served.  Other forthcoming events at the Dolphin include a Senior Citizens Special next Thursday when 2-course meals will be served at both lunchtime and evening at a most reasonable price.

Last Saturday, I espied a most spectacular sight – a pack of Beagles in full cry crossed directly in front of my path whilst I was on my bike, crossing the road by Ben’s Barn, near Scobbiscombe. I was almost glad that I had fallen off my bike only minutes before and stopped to administer Germolene to my grazed knee (nothing compared to my injured pride, having been spotted by a neighbour!)  The visiting pack of Beagle hounds from West Somerset had met at the National Trust Scobbiscombe Farm at noon, by invitation of farmers Wilf and Shoiya Walters and family. I stood and watched them traverse the valley and head out towards Freshwater – (the site of the old, derelict original farm) – still in full-cry, the sound echoing from the sea to the farm like a siren.I wondered how the huntsman, --a tall, dapper gentleman in tweeds with a hunting horn strapped across his chest and a long Y-handled stick to aid him striding through the countryside-- managed to keep up with them as they moved like lightening across the fields.

As you may remember, I had reported that the Walters family had helped to “puppy walk” three of the Britannia Dartmouth beagle pups for the last few summers.This had been a reciprocal treat as our local pack had visited West Somerset just a few weeks ago.

We have heard back from Heather Robinson, the local registered presenter for Operation Christmas Child, telling us that the 160 boxes received from the parishes of Kingston, Ringmore and Bigbury were most gratefully received in Romania. Heather wrote in her letter to Jennie Stanley, our own organizer of several years, “Late last November, your boxes and donated gifts were collected and taken to a processing centre in Torquay, from where they went by lorry to Vrancea in Romania. They were distributed to needy children in remote areas, gypsy communities and every child in all the wards of a children’s hospital''. Jennie Stanley hopes to continue running this worthwhile charity again this year and looks forward to continued support and generosity from our giving community. The boxes are covered and filled during October, largely by the Kingston children, and then sent to Kingsbridge for distribution in mid-November. So, please do help and recycle by saving your shoe and boot-boxes from now on!

