13th October 2008 

   Roger Grace, 57, of Home Farm Close, has recently made the national news, campaigning at the headquarters of the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence, (NICE), in London, so that others like him can receive cancer life-saving drugs. Almost by chance, he was lucky enough to be the last person put on the “free” clinical trials at the Royal Marsden Hospital in Summer 2006 and is still alive and relatively well to tell the tale.

   Protesting in London, the 100 strong, T-shirt clad supporters, all like himself, in varying stages of health, made the BBC London news and papers. Shortly afterwards, Roger joined a campaign meeting in Plymouth and spoke on BBC Radio Devon and was interviewed for the Evening Herald.

   Although NICE claims that the drug is not ”cost effective” for general use, Roger is determined that others should benefit from this wonder drug, saying, “I consider myself to be incredibly lucky… every day is a bonus.”

   Last Sunday Harvest Festival was celebrated at St. James the Less church. As ever, the church looked resplendent, bedecked with flowers, fruits and other local produce (including an extremely large pumpkin!)  A “gourmet menu” lunch was served afterwards in the reading room, supplied by Ally Gates of Capers. Well supported, the event was a traditional village affair on a beautiful Autumn day.
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    The allotments have been bountiful this season. More popular than ever, villagers are producing their own crops, battling against recession (not to mention weeds and the elements) and taking the healthy option. One plot at the top was transformed from a patch of weeds in just one weekend, giving Kingston a “make-over” lookalike! There is now a waiting list for plots, showing the popularity of this productive pastime and the plot-holders often share their spoils and enjoy camaraderie.

   Still on an outdoor note, there will be demonstrations and day workshops involving the ancient craft of hedge-laying, run by the National Trust. These events will take place at Aymer Cove, Ringmore on Wednesday 29 October and Tuesday 11 November from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. The cost is £10 per person and to book a place, ring Sue Beegan on 01752 346585.

   It is time for collection of “subs” for the 200 Club, so why not join up if you haven’t before? Every month, £85 is awarded in prizes to lucky villagers, as well as producing a healthy profit of over £1,000 a year towards the upkeep of the community reading room. Organiser Margaret Birch will be pleased for any new members to join the 200 (Plus) Club.

   Don’t miss the AGM of the history society next Thursday at 8 p.m. in the reading room. A social occasion with refreshments, there will also be a talk by Anne Scarratt entitled “A trip to France in 1834”. Again, subscriptions will be due, but anyone is welcome to join individual events at the cost of just £1 a time.

